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: IS toyou,of what Degree and 
| Condition ſoever, that Ide. 
dicate theſe few Sheets. Jou in equity 
claim a right to them, above the reſt 
of Great Britain; becauſe with 
painful, yet cheerful Steps, you mea- 
ſure journeys from theremoteſt Part 
of our Iſland, to the miraculons 
head of the Holy Spring; here pon 
rix with the rapid Carrent warm 
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Tears of == wp Contrition, and ſhi- 
vering in the Stream, you look up to 

that Omnipotent Power, Which 

raiſed S. Wenetride to ſuch emi- 
nent Santtity and Glory. I have ſees 
tender Virgins, who would look pale 
and tremble at a Northern Bla#, 
ſinking themſelves under Water, of- 
fering their Vows and Prayers, with 
as great Alacrity, as if they had been 
partaking of the mo3t tranſporting 

Toys upon Earth. The Interior Fire 

of Divine Love, got the upper hand 

15 Cold Element, and flaming 
etitions mounted up tobring down 

expected Bleſſings. No Complaint 

was heard, except this pious one, 

That they knew little of the Merits 

of the Sa int; only, that this was the 

Place of her Martyrdom, and that 

it was famed for Miraculous Cures, 

both of Soul and Body. This val * 
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The Preface. 
ble Conſideration eng ag d me to un- 
| dertake what I here offer unto you, 
| not to  gratify Curioſity, but to pro- 
mots Piety and Devotion. 

The Life of S. Wenefride was 
ert written by S. Elerius, who is 
„ frequently ment ion d in it; from 
im Robertus Salopienſis collects 
h au ſupplies, eſpecially what related 
to the Tranſlation of her H. Boa), 
he being the Chief Agent in bring- 
ing the ſame to his Monaltery. 
This Robert, the worthy Prior of 
Shrewsbury (who afterwards for 
bis great Talents, was choſen Ab- 
bot) wrote the Saint's Life, ſoon 
after the Tranſlation of that Trea- 
ſure, which was in the Tear of our 
Lord God, 1138. Fs Sincerity is 
much commenaed by Cardinal Ba- 
ronius, Surius, Pitts, ad Poſſe- 
vinus. It was penn'd by him in La- 

tin, 


The Preface. 
tin, and dedicated to Guarinus, 
Prior of Worceſter, both being of 
the H. Order of glorious S. Bene- 
dict. He tells Guarinus, that what 
he preſents him with, is from the 
Ancientand Undoubted Monu- 
ments and Records of ſuch Mo- 
naſteries and Churches, as the 
Virgin is known to have lived 
in — 4 from the Depo ah pf 
venerable Prieſts, = of a 
Credit, for their Religious Pro- 
feſſion, Sanctity of Life, and 
great Learning. That he omits 
whats lefs certain, as her Journey 
to Rome, and other Paſſages, not 
ſufficiently atteſted : So nice and 
ſerupulous was the good Prior not to 
recommend any thing to Poſterity, 
 whichwas not uncontrolable Matter 
of fact. Iis true, he ought to have 
obſer xd the Rules of an exact Hi- 
615 a ſtorian, 
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ſtorian, 4 to the Tears of her Life, 
Death, and Tranſlation, which he o- 
mitted, However out of other Claſſt» 
cal Authors I ſet down theCenturies, 
To proceed * Security, 

1 - take for my Guide, that Lear- 
ned Antiquary and Accurate An- 
naliſt, the R. F. Michael Alford, 
8. J. who in hs 24 Tome, printed 
Anno 1663, treats at large this 
Subject: I likewiſe read attentively 
the Church Hiſtory of the R. F. Se- 
renus Creſſy, ſet forth inthe Tear 
our Lord 1668, who in the Pre- 
face acquaints the Reader, that al- 
tho great part of his Volume is ow- 
ing to F. Alford, he has other An- 
cient Records to afſiſt him in car- 
rying on the Work, This Religious 
Author, 7 of the H. Order of S. 
Benedict, I rationallj ſuppoſed, 
that he might have ſuch Mana- 
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ſcripts in cuſtody, as came not to the 
knowleage of other Writers, which 
Ja been ſecur d by the Bo- 
dy, at the diſſolution of Monaſte- 
ries. Neither of them vary as to the 
Relation of her Life and Death, 


they only differ in a, Name or two, 


viz. Trebuith for Thewith, ad 


Caradocus for Cradocus, who - 
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bury. The Twa Firſt Letters o his 


imbrued his Hands ix the H. Vir- 
gin's Sacred Blood. #2 
. Doubtleſs you will obſerve, that 
this Edition of S. Wenetride's 
Life i rather to be look'd on 44 
Re-impreſſion, with ſome Amend- 
ments 5 Ea former Book, ſet forth 


in the Tear 1635, by J. F. of the 


Society of Jeſus, which be jranſla- 
ted from a very Ancient (as hie de- 
clares) and Authentical Manu- 
ſcript Robert rote of Shrew(- 


ame, 


of 


=» ” 


* r 


"2 "0 "00 K 


wy 


— ——_ 
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Name, and Calculation of the Time 
whey T. Alford lived, brings tomy 


Thoughts, that very probably it was 


be who Engliſh'd it; For Creſſy 
tells me in his Preface, that altho? 
the mention d Author publiſh d his 
Tomes under the Borrom'd Names 
of Alford, alias Griffith, his real 
Pater nal Name was John Flood. I 
owe ſo much Defergnce to the Memos 
ry of. this Learned Man, whoſe Me- 
rits are known by his elaborate 
Works, and who had rho pet al of 
the moit Ancient Records of Bri- 
tain, that you'll find little more than 


the Subſtance of your former Books 


yet mut have leave to ſay, that the 
Engliſh of it is ſo,obſolere, and the 


Tacking. of the Words.together-ſe 


much aiffering from thegrejent CY 
E 


of Mritingę, that mot Peopledeſir'd 
it might appear ſomething, more po. 


liſh'd 
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T The Preface: 
liſb'd. I may add, That "tis a diffi- 
cult matter to procure 4 Copy; and 
on this account, thoſe devoted to our 
Sacred Patroneſs, languiſb'd after 
a freſh Supply from the Preſs. 

I have kept my ſelf ſo cloſe to the 
Hiſtorical Part, that altho* fre- 
youu Opportunities invited to en- 
large, I abſolutely refuſed to make 
any additions of my own. I have ra- 
ther abbreviated, when I conclu- 
ded ſome Periods not very material; 
and this to leſſen Bulk. A few Or- 
curreuces are reduced to proper Pla- 
tes, and ſome Paſſages are added out 
of H. Seripture, to ſet in a truer 
ight the Vertues of S. Wenefride 
and others. What is ſaid of S. Beu- 
no Nobility, I relate out of an un- 
_ queſtionable Manuſcript, and I pre- 
ſum d that the Supplement of a few 
Late Miracles would add Fuel 
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the Fire of Devotion. Tow'll find me 
faithful to the Author; my only 
Apprehenſion is, that I have been 
deficient in the Saint's due Praiſes. 
Some perchance may think that I 
am too liberal in the Elogium, for 
we are fallen into an Age of Infi- 
delity, and we are dreaafully over- 
run with Deiſts, I wiſh not with 
Atheiſts too, who ſap the ver) 
Foundation of Reveal'd Reli- 
gion, and allow equal credit to the 
Alcoran a Fhalmud, they do to 
the Old and New Teſtament. 
Such as will not believe that the 
Rad ef Aaron commanded Streams 


from a Dry Rock, or that Lazarus 


rotting in his Tomb, return'd to 
Life, will droll apon St. Wene- 


fride's Well and her Reſuſcitation. 

As if there were no Mean between 

too credulous a Belief, and the 
Maaneſs 
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Maaneſs of believing nothing at 
all, when ſhocking our wild Fancy, 
tho back*'d with the ſtrongeſt Evi- 
dence of Humane Authority. 
Others, by the Misfortune of E- 
ducation (whom I truly compaſſio- 
nate) will be ſomething out of hu- 
mor, when they find undoubted Mi- 
racles in that Charch which they 
reject : How the Primitive Par 
ſtors, 46 S. Beuno, whoſe Feaſt is 
celebrated on the 14th 17 anuary, 
and St. Elerius's on the 13th 0 
June, arharted Rich, Noble, and 
Beautiful Virgins, to renounce the 
World, and toconſecrate themſelves 
wholly to their B. Redeemer, by 
Religious Vows : How on this ac- 
count S. Wenefride oer ' d herſelf 
4 Sacrifice, to preſerve her Vow'd, 
Virginity hich pare Oblation was 
ſo acceptable to God, that He re- 
1 8 5 b compenſed 
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compenſed it with ſuch a ſlupendi- 
ous Miracle, as neither the prece- 
dent (ſCreſſy) nor ſubſequent 
Ages of the Church (fave that 
at S. Paul's Decollation) could 
afford one to equal it. Theſe Men 
are unwilling to hear how S. Beuno 
deſpis d. his Hereditary Patrimony 
and Glory, to become a Poor Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel; how in the 


Primitive Times the H. Maſs 


was offer d to the Eternal Father, 
to apply the Fruits 45 our Redemp- 
tion; hom SS. Reliques were ho- 
nor d, and praying for the Faithful 
Departed mas practis d, as S. Ele- 
rius confided &. Wenefride would 
do for his Soul, he being of opinion 
that ſhe would ſurvive him, &c. 1 
theſe Chriſtian Articles are to be 
ſet aſide and antiquated, by conſe- 
quence General Councils, * 
| niz 
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niz d Doctors, and Ancient His 
ſtories, mu# be ſuppreſs'd and re. 
peal d, as delivering and encoura- 
ging the ſame Primitive Doctrine. 
Qui ck ſighted Alford foreſaw it 
expeaient, if not neceſſary, to ſolve 

an Objection, which ſome —_— 
Criticks might glory in, viz. NV 
Bede makes no mention ofglori- 
ous St. Wenefride in his Hiſtory. 
He anſwers, * that Bede, Malmes- 
bury, Huntington, and other An- 
cient Authors, who wrote at large 
of ſome Saints, are ſilent int 
praiſe of our V. Martyr, becauſe 
they only recorded the Acts and Mo- 
numents of their reſpective Saints 
and Churches. Ven. Bede in parti- 
cular declares he only degn'd to 
write the Hiſtory of bis own Na- 
tion, which was the Engliſh Sax- 
on ; hence he makes no mention of 
* Ad An, 660. Num, 39* 8. 
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S. Patrick, S. Urſula, of the SS. 
David, Dubritius, Kentigern, 
who were illuſtrious Lights of the 
Britiſh Church. Alford adds, That 
there being an irreconcileable ſepara- 
tion betwtxt the Britains and Sax- 
ons, not only as to Diſtance of Place, 
but likewiſe as to Tempers and Affe- 
Hons, all manner of Commerce was 
interdified ; inſomach that Ven, 
Bede, who liv'd and dy d in the 
North of England, could not have 
fach certain Knowledge of what 
paſi' d in the Weſt, as to inſert it 
in his Hiftory. * Wy 
In this little Undertaking I 
look'd on my ſelf as a Debtor to 
the Unwiſe, 4s well as to the 
Wiſe *; therefore in handling the 


Sabjeft, I avoided all quaint and 


uncommon Expreſſions, as might re- 
quire Study in the Vulgar. Plaineſs 
* Rom. 1. iv. of 
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of So \ without Theatre Dreſs, 
comes thoſe'who write to in- 
firm and. edify the meaneſt State 
and Condition. I will not detain you 
any longer (my dear devout Pil- 
grims) yet before I take. my leave, I 
moſt humbly and earneſtly crave 4 
4 e at the H. 
Well, and I faithfully aſſure jou o 
a grateful Return. Ne jor x pr 2 
Paſſengers in this. World, 120 a0 
more than Strangers and — 
0 Earth, Let as amite im Prayer 
ek py Finiſping of our Journey, 
that after this Mortal Pilg rimage 
we maj ſafelyarrive at theglorious 
Fountain F Eternal Lite, where 
wi ſhell be inebriated with. 4 Tor- 
rent o Plea ſure, rendring thanks, 
loving, and adorimg our mot Mer. 
1 n e 
| — a e 
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| The Life, Martyr- 

dom, and Mira- 
cles of St. Wene- 
fr ide, &c. 


— Any are the evident 
ige Motives of Credi- 
OUS bility, o_ diſtin- 
Vere guiſhin e Un- 


or- || ſpotted Church of Fox Chriſt 
abs, from Heterodox Perſuaſions, 
Joys. 2 are built on Private 
cy, and for the moſt part 

on are, Among the reſt, 
B oonſummate 
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conſummate Sancti), and un- 
deniable Miracles, challenge 
their due Places. The H iy 
Apoſtles, before they ſeparated, 
to promulge the Goſpel thro? 
the Univerſe, in the Symbol of 
Faith, inſtructed Future Ages, 
that the Sporſe of Chriſt, pur- 
chas'd with the Effuſion of 
His moſt Sacred Blood, is Holy; 
T believe in the Holy Catholick 
Church. Other Sects pretend- 
ing to Religion, lean, or to 
ſpeak more properly, lead on 
to agreeable Liberty, which 
powerfully invites, and brings 
* over vaſt Crowds of looſe Pro- 
ſelytes. As to Miracles, which 
ſet a Seal on the True Faith, 
the Immortal Son of God has 
aſſured us, that thoſe who be. 
Tieve in Him, ſhall do greater 
ws Wonders, 


Saint Wenefride. 3 


Wonders, than He wrought 
Himſelf. * The Lite of 8. Wene- 
fride is very conſpicuous, as to 
Both theſe genuine Marks, Of 
Miracles, and Sanity; as it will 
more clearly appear, by her 
wonderful Actions, and the ſe- 
veral Steps by which ſhe arri- 
ved at ſo high a State of Perte- 
ction. | 
In the Seventh Age after 
Man's Redemption, flouriſh'd 
many Saints of Both Sexes. I 
{hall only mention thoſe chief. 
ly concern'd in this ſhort Hi- 
ry. Saint Beano, the Glo- 
rious Inſtrument of Saint Me. 
nefride's Second Life, and San- 
city, was born ot Noble Pa- 
rents in Montgomery-ſbire, at the 
Fall of the River Rhw into 
B 2 Severn, 
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* Sr, John, xiv» 12. 
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Severn, therefore call'd Aberhyw. 
His Father Binſi deſcended li- 
neally from Cadell, Prince of 
Gleſiwig, and his Mother deri- 
ved her Pedigree from Anna 
(who was marry'd to the 
King of the Picts) Siſter to the 
Mighty and Renown'd King 
Arthur, who departed happily 
this Life, and was interr'd at 
Glaſtenbur), in the Year 542. 
His Grandfather was Saint 
Gundeleius, and he was near 
related to ſeveral Eminent 
Saints; amongſt the reſt, he 
was Coalin German to Saint 
_ Kyntegern, Biſhop of Glaſgom, 
ho, forc'd from Scotland, 
founded the Biſhoprick of St. 
Aſaph, from his Diſciple of that 
Name, whom he left to go- 
vern that Cchur cn. 


Youn 
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Young Beano was educated 
under the Direction of a Holy 
Man calPd Saint Dangeſius, and 
he advanced fo fait in Perfecti- 
on, that he ſpent 'Two or 
Three Days and Nights in 
continual Prayer, ſo that he 
was drawn with Reluctancy to 
refreſh fainting Nature. He 
took an early Surteit of World- 
ly Vanity, he renounced the 

attering Allurements of Ter- 


rene Pleaſures, and exchanged 
the glittering Grandeur of an 


opulent Fortune for the poor 
Habit of a Monk; reſolving 
to ſpend the Remainder of his 
Days in the Practice of Evan- 
golical Counſels. Being well 
ettled, and throughly ground- 
ed in the Apoſtolical Inſtitute, 
he obſerved the following lau- 
2 —. B 3 dauble 
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dable Practice, to promote the 
Honour of his Creator. When 
he had built a Church and 
Monaſtery, and there eſta- 
bliſh'd Regular Diſcipline, he 
remov*'d to ſome other Part of 
the Country to perform the 
like Duty to God. So that in 
tew Years he became a Com- 
mon Father to numerous Reli- 
giows, Who reſpected him as 
their Holy Founder. 
This zealous Monk having 
finiſh'd his Monaſtery at Clynoc 
Vaws in Carnarvonſbire, found 
himſelf powerfully inſpir'd to 
viſit his Relations in Flintſhire. 
Tis true, he had long before 
bid adieu to all Ties of Fleſh 
and Blood, but he underſtood 
this Call, as a Voice from 
Heaven. A rich and potent 


Lord 


Saint Wenefride, 7 
Lord in that Part of North 
Wales, where now Holy-Well 
is, had marry'd the Vertuous 
and Noble Lady Menlo, Siſter 
to Saint Beano. His Name 
was Thenith, ſome write him 
Trebwith; but a Manuſcript 
now before me, of one of the 
eruditeſt Antiquaries of the 
Laſt Age, ſays his Name was 
Tyvid. Theſe Parents of St. 
Wenefride, by an Exemplar 
and truly Chriſtian Lite, ſur- 

paſs'd their High Extraction. 
They reckon'd ſolid Vertue as 
the molt diſtinguiſhing Quali- 
ty, and they pity'd Vicious Po- 
tentates, who are Contempti- 
ble in the Eyes of the King of 
Kings. Saint Wenefride, the 
Glory of Weit Britain, was 
born in the troubleſome Reign 
B 4 ot 
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of King Caawallaws ;, and Saint 
Beuno made his Viſit to his 
Brother in Law's Houfe, in 
the Reign of King Eluith, the 
Second of that Name. The 
Venerable Mont, having with 
much Humility, and great 
Modeſty, made himſelf known, 
he told them, That he was 
fent by Almighty God, to ho- 
nour Him there, as he had 
done in other Places ; and that 
he neither expected, nor cra- 
ved any other Favour, than a 
fmall Parcel of his large Terri- 
tories, ſufficient to build a 
Church on; where others, with 
my ſelf (ſaid he) will daily pray 
for your Safety and Happineſs. 
Thewith (I ſhall ſtyle him fo 
for the future) was not in the 
miſerable Catalogue of thoſe 
thoughtleſs, 


Saint Wenefride. 9 
thoughtleſs, blind Worldlings, 
who are prodigal in Vanity 
and Oſtentation, but ſtart and 
frown at the firſt Propoſal of 
parting with ſmall Matters for 
the Advantage of their Souls. 
No, he look'd forward with 
other Eyes, towards a more 
Permanent Being, than here 
upon ſordid Earth ; therefore 
return'd the following An- 
ſwer: With good reaſon, Holy 
Father, I am oblig*d to give you 
part * the Lands I nom poſſe 9 
for His Sake and Service, Who 
beſtow'd them all upon me. Jon 
have pleaſur*d me, in acting this 
Charity, which ts more advanta- 


geous to me than to you, who pro- 


poſe it. Therefore ow this very 
Day, I do abſolutely alienate from 
my ſelf, and my Poſterity, this 
B 5 Manor 
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Manor I now live in, and with 
Joy, I ſurrender unto you all my 
Right and Title, and 1 yy you 
into poſſeſſion. I hambly beg 4 
Fevanr, that having One only 
Child, a tender Virgin, who is my 
ſpecial Comfort, youll inſtruct her 
in Heavenly Documents, that ber 
* e Converſation may be fot 
„ Pleaſing to God, and Joyful to 
ber Pasa. After 1 
rous Settlement, the Noble- 
man made choice of a Dwel- 
ling Seat, not far diſtant from 
the Place he had given to St. 
Beuno; where, on a Hill, he 
could fe the Church, where 
the Servants of God prais'd 
their Maker. Tent | / 

As Conſtantine the Great, at 
the Building of Saint Peters 
Raſilica, diveſting himſell Mc 
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and his Spouſe, with t 


Saint Wenefride, 11 
his Imperial Robes, took up 
the Spade, broke Ground, and 
carryd Twelve Baskets of 
Earth, in honour of the 12 
Apoſtles, to caſt into the 
Foundation, in teſtimony of 
his Devotion to the Primitive 
Princes of Chriſtianity; ſo in 
imitation of this Heroic Pat- 
tern, the Noble Lord Thewith 
ſet aſide State and Birth, many 
times putting his own Hends to 
the Hely Work. 'Fhis he did 
to encourage others, and to 
contribute in ſome — to the 
finiſhing of the Fabrick. The 
Church being made fit to offer 
in it the Divine Sacri ce, 1 


ly Child, were daily proſect 

at Holy Meſs. They had this 

Pious Cyſtom, to place their 
Daughter 
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Daughter at the Saint's Feet, 
at the time of his Exhortations 
to the People, adviſing her to 


give attention to his Excellent 
Doctrine. This was not neceſ- 


fary, altho' religiouſly ſugge- 


PA 


. fed by Pious Parents; for the 
was {o much tranſported with 


a Holy Delight in hearing him 
preach, that ſhe frequently vi- 
ſited him alone, to diſcourſe of 


Sell- Knowledge, and Chriſtian 


Performances.. 


. "Twas her Parents Inten- 
tion to marry her to ſome 
Nobleman of the Country, 


and to beſtow on her a moſt 
plentiful Fortune; but her 
Ever Bleſſed Redeemer, in thoſe 
tender Years, was diſpoſing 
Her ſweetly for His Service. 

By Saint Beuno's frequent Dif- 
Tra  _ eourkey 


Saint Wenefride. 13 
courſes, ſhe underſtood, how 
Great, how Good, and how 
Glorious, the Heavenly Spouſe 
was; that voluntary Virgins 
are like Angels upon Earth; 
that they follow the Lamb, where- 
ever He goes &. That the Honours 
of the World are vain, and its 
Pleaſures ſhort lived; fo that the 
very Thought of a Terrene Hausband 
became hateful unto her. Where- 
fore ſhe reſolvꝰd to keep her ſelf 
undefil'd, and to conſecrate her 
pure Virginity to the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth. One main 
Difficulty occurr'd, how to 
render her Parents favourable 
to this Heavenly Call. She 
burned with the Love of God, 


and at the ſame time ſhe reſol. 


ved to fulfil the Command. 
+ F | 2 ment 
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ment of Hopoaring Father and 
Mother. In this Struggle be- 
twixt Divine Vocation and 
Cbriſtian Duty, the Beſtower of 
all Lights put her into a Me- 


thod, how to prepare the Wa 
towards her Happineſs, by 
making uſe of Saint Beano, as 
a Glorious Inſtrument. 
This Holy Man was honour'd 
8 a Saint by her Parents, and 
by conſequence ſhe knew very 
well, that he bad gr gr eat TOO 
and Authority with them, and 
would not reject any rea- 
ſonable Requeſt made by him, 
ſuch as ihe took hers to ” 
Era, oſing time, 
ang her L. ha- 
a Ys Lad — . — 
berty, ſhe 


hic wich the Holy rs of 


Saint Wenefride. 15 
his moving Diſcourſes, and af- 
ter a very pathetick manner, 
humbly petition'd for his zeal- 
ous Concurrence, in E. 
the rich Treaſure of her Virgi- 
nity, which ſhe reſolved never 
to part with, for all the Offers 
the flattering World could make 
her. S. Beano was ny ſur- 
pris'd at this moſt welcome 
News; for, as 8. Paul, he de- 
Ir d all to be like anto himſelf 
*, He had unſhaken YOu 
dence in God's Power and 
Goodneſs, that He Who had 
— the Work, would give 
it the Finiſhing Stroke. Moro - 
over, being no Stranger to the 
ſingular Piety of thoſe he was 
to treat with, he cheerfully ua- 
dertook the Task, to the unex- 
preſſible 


1 Cor. xi. 1. — 
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preſſible Satisfaction of the ex- 
pecting Virgin. | 
We cannot read without 
flowing Tears, how Faithful A. 
braham, in obedience to God's 
Command, had his Hand lifted 
up to ſacrifice his Son 1faac, his 
Only Begotten Son, whom he low'd 
*:not ſo muchas demurring at 
the firſt Intimation of the Omni- 
potent; perchance it may move 
us to Devotion, by a ſerious Con- 
ſideration, how the Lord The- 


ed Petition of his dear Child. 
Beſides the Internal Gifts of 
Grace, and _—_—_ Vertues, 
which charm'd her devout Pa- 
Tents, her Stature was well 
proportion'd, her Face was 
© Matchleſs, her Modeſty * 


2 LE — 
Sen. Xii. 2. 


with entertain'd this unexpect- 


Ge . 
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led her Beauty, Qualifications 


* much admir'd by Mankind. 
t She was the agreeable Object 
. of their Eyes, the Support of 
their Family, and the Proſpect 


of their Happineſs upon Earth. 
Let no ſooner had Saint Beano 
/ deliver'd his Sentiments, as to 
the Nature of the Offering; 
; That it was a ſort of Holo- 
cauſt to facrifice their Affecti- 
| ons, and to bequeath to their 
God the deareſt Creature in 
the World, whom they loved 
more than they did them- 
ſelves ; with other perſuaſive 
Reaſons to the ſame effect. 
The Holy Man, I ſay, had no 
ſooner ended his Diſcourſe, but 
contrary to the Weakneſs of 


Joy came trickling down Lord 
Thewith's 


other fond Parents, Tears of 


| prog, = 
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Thewith's Cheeks, who with 
his Spouſe, broke out into the 
Praiſes of Jeſus Chrift, for fo 
highly favouring their only 
Child. They then call'd for 
their Daughter, and gave her 
full and free leave to forſake 
the World, wiſhing her a hap- 
y Progreſs in the Way of Per- 
ection. They likewiſe declar'd, 
That the Heavenly Spoaſe ha 
ving made choice of her, they 
intended to make Him Heir of 
what they deſign'd for her 
Dowry, by diſpoſing of the 
fame, to His greater Honour, 
in Pious and Religious Uſes. 
They drew alſo this Advantage 

to themlelves, of renouneing 
the World, ſo far as was con- 

ſiſtent with Perſons in their 
ration. They cater'd ot a 
_ | m. 
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firm Reſolution of giving to 
the Poor great part of their 
Princely Wealth, of retiring 
from Worldly Noiſe and Hur- 
ry, that with an 2 
Freedom, they might be more 
abſolute Maſters of ſhort time, 
to provide, and ſend before 
them never ending Treaſures 
to Heaven. 

The Pious Virgin receivi 
this coveted Grant, conclude: 
that ſhe could never retura 
ſufficient Thanks to God for 
the Favour. She watch'd whole 
Nights in the Church, either 
kneeling or proſtrate before the 
Altar, where ſhe imagined to 
her ſelf, that ſhe was in her Im- 
mortal Spouſe's Preſence Cham- 
ber. Contemplation rais'd her 
up into Admiration of Has In- 

Ice 
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finite Perfections; ſo that to 
hear Jeſas Chriſt only named, 
brought joytul Tears into her 
Eyes from a flaming Heart, 
Pure Delights overflow'd her 
Soul; and looking towards 
Heaven, the World appear'd 
baſe and contemptible. Toy, 
add Fuel to this pleaſing Fire, WW, 
{he procur'd a little Oratory p 
near unto Saint Beano's Cell, Nat 
to vitit him with greater Eaſe Ib 
in the Day time, and in ſilent I i 
Night, to practiſe her Maſter's I b 
Spiritual Leſſons. 0 
The implacable Enemy of 
Mankind, ſuſpecting that ſuch s 
high Beginnings of Perfection I 
8 
f 
] 


in tender Years, might prove a 
powerful Invitation to other 
Noble Virgins, of deſpiſin 
themſelves and the World, 
cs. employ'd 


— —— — „ 
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employ'd one of his incarnate 
Emiſſaries, to defeat the Deſign 
of the Holy Gho#t. What Hell 
cannot effect, by its own im- 
mediate Suggeſtions, it too 
frequently brings about, by 
the inſinuating Arguments of 
Lewd Mortals. Wherefore, 
ſuch as induce others to forfeit 
Divine Grace by Mortal Sin, 
aredeteſtable Inſtruments ofre- 
bellious Lucifer. As the Devil put 
into the Heart of Judas Iſcariot to 
betray the Son of God *, ſo he 
caſt an impure Flame into the 
Heart of Cradocus, King Alen's 
Son, to commit a ſacrilegious 
Rape upon Chriſt's Lovely 
Spouſe. He was ſottiſhly ena- 
mor'd with the Charms of her 
Perſon, not caſting an eye 2 

* "the 
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the Beauty of her Vertues; { 
waited for an Opportunity, to 
gratify his Brutiſh Paſſion, 
which thus happen'd. One 
c_ Saint Wenefride's Pa- 
rents being gone to Church be- 
fore her, and ſhe for a ſhort 
ſpace detain'd at home on: 
Charitable Account, ſoon to 
follow after ; the Prince ha- 
ving intelligence enter*d the 
Houſe, under pretence of Bu- 
ſineſs with the Lord Thewith, 
Ac irg, the ** * not at 
all ſuſpecti is Inſincerity, 
| all ſe Rains him wc 
courteonly, with an humble 
Apology of her Unworthineſs 
to entertain one of his 0 105 


de e e Ve 


convenient Room, 10 Divine 
Servict 
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er vice is ended, my Father will 
be at liberty to ferve you. Io 
his ads and obliging An- 
ſwer of the baſhful Virgin, 
radocums, now more than ever 
nflamed with ſinful Deſires, 
reply'd in the greateſt Diſor- 
der, That nothing cou'd be 
more agreeable than to ſtay in 
her Company, ſince it was 
hen ſolely in her power to 
make him happy. If ſhe com- 
ply'd with the ardent Deſires - 
of a paſſionate Lover, ſhe 
wn expect all the Happineſs 
his Power and Quality was ca- 
pable of beſtowing upon her. 
Althe the Virgin bluſh'd 
and trembled at the Immode- 
ity 'of this wicked Propofal, 
he being perfectly preſent to 
* ſelf, in the dangerous Oc- 
: caſion, 
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caſion, and fortify'd with Di. 
vine Grace and Light from 
Heaven, ſhe anſwer'd ; That 
there was not the leaſt doubt 
to be made of enjoying Ho. 
nours, Wealth, and Worldly 
Happineſs, by being eſpous'd 
to ſo Noble a Prince; that ſhe 
was in great Confuſion, to be 
ſo ſuddenly ſurpriſed, in ſuch 
mean Attire, not becoming hi 
Preſence : Wherefore, permit m 
(aid ſhe) to enter my Chamber 
adjoining to this, to better m) 
Dreſs. Cradocus in the heat d 
his Paſſion, unwillingly gave eat 
to the Virgin's Petition, yet 
could not refuſe a Requeſt ac 
company'd with ſo much Mo 
deſty, and ſeeming Deferenc 
to his Quality. She no ſoone 
got clear of ſo impudent : 
| ES . © -Gueli 


Saint Wenefride. 25 
Gueſt, but ſlipping out pri- 
vately by another Door, ſhe 
immediately ran towards the 
Church, ſure of meeting with 
Protection there from ſo Vil- 
lainous an Attempt. Mean 
time, the Prince impatient of 
ſo long a delay, and not with- 
out ſome Suſpicion of what 
had happened, ruſh'd into the 
Room, to which ſhe retir'd; 
not finding her there, he pur- 
ſued her fo eagerly, that he 
overtook her on the deſcent 
of the Hill before ſhe cou'd 
cal gain the Church. There with - 
a drawn Sword in his Hand, 
and with Fury in his Face, 
he threatens to ſeparate her 
Head from her Body, unleſs 
ihe quickly conſented to his 


Will. 
5 J 
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Here methinks appear'd a 
lively Repreſentation of the 
Anguiſh and Perplexities on, 
every ' fide, of Chait Saſanna, 
whoſe Honour and Conſcience 
was attempted by the two 
Laſcivious Judges. If ſhe con- 
ſented, tas Death to her, ani 
if ſhe did not, ſhe would not 
eſeape their Hands *. The No- 
ble Iſraelite, came to this final 
Reſolution, *Tis better for me, 
without. the Act, to fall into your 
Hands, than to Sin in the ſight 
ef our Lord. Oh! That Chr: 
ſtians, had ſuch a Horrour, andi t 
Deteſtation of Mortal Sin, to / 
look upon it, as more HJ 
deous and Frightful than 7 
violent Death. St. Menefridiſf u 
was of that ſettled ey 
the 


1 
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ſhe had Two forts of Deaths, 
waiting for an Anſwer, a ſe- 
paration of the Soul from the 
Body, or 4 Separation of the Soul 
from God, ſhe did not ballance 
upon the Matter, but Un- 
dauntedly, and Heroically re- 
i ply'd ; How, by her Parents 
ot Approbation, ſhe was Holily 
o- Eſpous'd t the Son of God, 
aal who infinitely exceeds all Po- 
ne, wer and Beauty upon Earth, 
that ſhe would be Faithful, 
oh: and Conſtant in her pure Af, 
ri fections, and rather loſe her Life, 
nd than to admit any Corrival. 
to Neither ſhall your Menaces, and 
Hi Zerrours, (ſaid ſhe) draw me 
from the Sweetneſs of His Lowe, 
ride Por ſo overawe me, 4s to make 
me recede in the leaſt, from Ex- 
(heli ecating what I have promis d. 

1 C 2 As 
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As it happens ſometimes, that 
deſpis'd carnal Love, turns in- 

to Rage, ſo it fared with 
Barbarous Cradocus, Who ſeeing 
himſelf ſcorn'd (as he thought) 
gave ſuch a deadly Blow to 
the Virgin's Neck, that the 
firſt Stroke ſever'd the Head 
from the Body: Which fallin 
upon the deſcent of the Hill 
rowPd down to the Church, 
where the Congregation was 
Kneeling before the Altar. As 
they were terrify'd, with the 
Bloody Object of her Head, ſo 
they were aſtoniſh'd, to behold a 
clear and rapid Spring, 1 
out of that Spot oe Ground, 
her Head had firſt fallen upon, 
which to this very Day, 15 
. Viſited from all Parts, by De. 
vont Pilerims. The Tons: 1 
71 el 
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her Martyrdom, had before 
her Death, the. Name of the 
Dry Valley, or Barren Bottom, 
which was changed into the 
Title of Finbon, which in Old 
Welſb, ſignifies, a Fountain, or 
Well. *T was alſo obſerv*d, that 
the Stones of the Well, were 
Tinctur'd with Drops, as it 
were of Blood, to perpetuate 
the Memory of what ihe had 
ſhed for the Love of Chriſt, 
and in Proceſs of Time, *twas 
taken Notice of, that the Moſs. 
growing round the Hel, had 
a very fragrant Smell, as an 
Emblem of the Odour of -her 
Angelical Vertues. 


| To cloſe the laſt AQ, of 


this Inhumane Tragedy, and 
to relate the dreadiul Stroke 
al Divine Juſtice, on the Cruel 
1 Dran, 


who 
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Tyrant, we are to premiſe with 
Brevity ; that the juſt Grief of 
the Holy Virgin's Parents, is 
not to be expreſs'd, ſeeing 
their Dear Child, ſo Villar 
nouſly Butcher'd, almoſt before 
their Eyes. St. Beaxo's Vertue 
was allo put to the Teſt, to 
bear with true Reſignation 
the Loſs of ſo Devout a Cre- 
ature, Tears came trickling 
don his Cheeks, at the Sight 
of the horrid Murther. The 
Afflicted People with united 
Voices, calPd upon Heaven for 
ipeedy Execution againſt him, 
ad committed that hei- 
nous Outrage. Indignation ac- 
companied Compaſſion, when 
they beheld the unrelenting 
ng his Bloody 
Sword upon the Graſs, and 
ID - glorying 
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glorying in the deteſtable Fact, 
without any Fear of Goa, or 
Man. Saint Beano was prepa- 
ring to offer the Unbloody Sa- 
crifice of our Redemption; but 
being inſpir'd by Him, Who 
declar'd, Revenge to Me, and 1 
will repay it ** left the Al- 
tar, and taking the B. Martyr's 
Head into his trembling Hands, 
he mounted tlie Aſcent to- 
wards Cradocus. He fear'd not 
ſuch a Blow as was given to 
the tender Virgin; on the 
fame account for the Love of 
Chriſt, he would have bid it 
welcome. Faithful Servants of 
God dread nothing, Sin only 
excepted. Being come up to 
tum, he faid: Thow wicked 
Man! Who without any regard to 
211i} C4 - Anno; 
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Innocence, or Beauty, has maſſa- 
crea a Princely Virgin, no leſs no- 
bly born than thy ſelf. Nor doi? 
thou repent, or ſeem ſorr), as 
thou oughteit to do, for this. 
horrid Sacrilege. I here beſeech 
my Heavenly Lord, that for 
an Example to others, He will 
pleaſe to execute His Divine 
Judgment ag aint thee; who has 
murthered His S pouſe, troubled 


His People, violated His Sabbath, 
4d beſprinkled this Holy Houſe 
- with Blood, which IT conſecrated 

to His Service. As the Earth 

{wallow'd up rebellious. and 

perverſe Coreb, ſo ſome affirm, 

that at St. Beuno's laſt Words, 

Cradocus not only dropp*d down 

dead; but alſo that the Earth 

open'd, to give paſſage to the 

T7 uxurious 
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luxurious Body to fink towards 
his Monſtrous Soul, or that the 
Maſter whom he had ſerved, 
The Devil, carry'd it off; for it 
is certain, that tlie Carcaſs of 
the cruel Murtherer never at- 
terwards-appear*d. | 

The Faithful glorify'd God in 
His Juſtice, but could not curb 
their Grief. Saint Beano car- 
neſtly exhorted the Parents 
and People to turn from La- 
mentations, and to addreſs the 
Creator of Souls, and Raiſer. up 
of Dead Bodies,. that as He 
had commanded back. Lazarms 
to Life, rotting in his Monu- 
ment, ſo, to His greater Ho- 
nor and Glory, and for the 
Comfort of the ſorrowful Pa- 
rexts, who had fo generouſly 
dedicated this Darling Child to. 
n 1 
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His Service, He would gra- 
ciouſly vduchſaſe to reſtore her 
to Lie. He then join'd the 
Sacred Head to the Pale Body, 
covering both with his Cloak, 
aſter which, he offer'd up the 
Holy Sacri x of our Salvation. 
Aſter Maſs was ended, he 
kfting up his. Hands to Hea- 


. G kee fes Crit By 


Moſt ſuke, Hy Holy Virgin ton 
tend the "World, axd lamguiſb d 

after Thee , by the Tender Bowels 
7 rhy Mercy, Love, and Bounty, 
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20 more the Society of us Mortal 
rand Miſerable Creatures. Tet ta. 
& WW maxifeit Thy Omnipotence and Su- 
', I preme Dominion, which Thou hait 
„ over Souls and Bodies, which are 
e never dead to Thy Power of re- 
. aniting them; as alſo to multi- 
e ph the Merits of that Soul, whoſe 
Boa lies here befote us: We crave 
Second Life for her; tothe end, 
that after 4 long and plentiful. 
„ WW Harve#t, laden and enrich' with 
a nem Merits, ſhe may return una 
„ Thee, her Eternal Spouſe, and the 
Beloved of ber Heart; Who with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
ruleft on Earth, and reigneſt in 
Pleaven, fer fver aud ever. 
The Pious People, | drown'd ii 
Tears, having with.Sighs and 
moving” Sobbs, aalyer'd de» 
voutly, Amen; the Virgin a- 
3 | 7 ole, 
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roſe, as newly awaked from 
Sleep. She Wipe! her Eyes 
and Face, to clear away that 
Glorious Duſt, which had ſet- 
tled on her Lovely Head, when 
it tumbled towards her Dear 
Saint Beuno. The Decollation 
of Saint Wenefride is celebras 
ted on the 22d of June. 
* -Contemplate here (Dear 
Reader) the Joy and Admira- 
tion, which then tranſported 
all prefent, at this wonderful 
| Miracle. T ears, burſt out more 
. pleatifully, but flowing from a 
different Cauſe. They mag- 
nifyd and bleſs'd the Bound. 
leſs Goodneſs of her Great 
God, every one reſolving to riſe 
with the Saint, to a Newneſs 
of reforming their paſt. Lives. 
One Particular in this ſurpri- 


> Tk. 24 
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ſing Reſuſcitation is very re- 
markable, viz. When her Pa. 
rents, and others, fix'd their 
Eyes upon her Neck, they ob- 
ſerv'd a Pure White Circle, no 
larger chan a ſmall Thread, 
quite round it, denoting the 
Place, where the Separation 
had been made; which always 
after remained. From this, the 
great Veneration of the Peo- 
ple for her, changed her 

Name, which was Brews, into 
that of Menefride. Men in the 
Old Britiſui Tongue ſignifies: 
White, and other Letters were 


by an Alteration added to this 


grecable the Sound of the 


Apparitions after her Second 
Death, when ſhe ſhewed her 
9:5! | ſelf 


New Name. In the man 7 
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13 
they always took ſpecial No- 
— of the Abbrelaid hire Cir. 
cle, which intimated to them 
the indelible Mark of her 
ors Affection, for ſuffering 
8 

5 Ake. n 

4 Pertnit me hereto break of 
for a while the Thread of this 
Diſoourſe, by a ſhort but neceſ- 
_ fary Digreſſion; in order to ob- 
viate the Cavilsvifome Modern 
Ineredulous Criticks, ho ſeem 
now adays 5 — 
ſtrange Notions of t per- 
natural Works of Almighty 
God, that they believe nothing 


Ant ſuits novexaRily with the 
— fanciful Niensef their en Brain, 


-oaly carp at ata: - 


Saint Wenefride. 
lated concerning this Holy Vir- 
in's Return to Life, but per- 
ps alſo turn to ridicule what 


m | follows hereafter, ofher ſending 
er Preſents to S. Benno by the Cure 
g kent of the Miraculous Foun- 


tain; and ſeveral other wonder- 
ful things, contain'd in the fo 
ff | owing Pages. As it would be 
is highly criminal to tofa- 
. thom the Wiſdom of God by our 
ſhallow Capacities, or to eon- 
fine His Omnipotence o the 
bounded Limits of the preat- 
eſt Power u Earth; ſo 

it won be dneſs 2 | 
to believe every thing, with- 

we lind fach es of the 
Infinite Power and Goodnels' 
of Almighty God, as we have- | 


* 
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here in this Hiſtory, recorded 
by Learned and Pious Witneſ- 
ſes, and handed down t Po- 
ſterity by an uninterrupted 
Tradition, for ſeveral Ages 
together, and never queſtion'd 
till theſe our Days. It is the 
Duty of every Rational Man 
and Pious Civilian, rather to 
acknowledge the Goodneſs of 
God, Who appeared Wonder- 
ful in theſe His Works, than 
diſpute His Power by cavillin 
at Facts, only becauſe they 
ſeem to ſhock his fooliſh Ima- 
gination. To condeſcend. to 
the Weakneſs of future Ages, 
Divine Providence ſeems to 
have taken particular care we 
ſhou'd not want undoubted Ex- 
amples of this Nature, to faci- 
ww our. Peck Io; Know 
7805 . the 
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the * Prophet Elixeus calPd 
back to life the Son of the Sa- 
namite,, | Saint Peter rais'd 
Tabitha, and Saint Paal the 
Young Man that fell from the 
Window. Again, (4) When 
the Sons of the Prophets were 
cutting down Wood on. the 
Banks of the River Jordan, 
the Head of One of the Axes 
fell into the Water. The H,Pro- 
phet Elixeus cutting a Piece. of 
Wood, in Form of a Handle 
to it, caſt it into the River. 
The Iron immediately, con- 
trary to its Nature, came from 
the Bottom, and join'd the 
Wood:. If ſome of our Mo- 
dern Criticks, who pretend to 
more Wit than Religion, durſt 
publiſh their profane Notions 

en on 
* 4 Kings, iv. + Act. ix, 20. (4) 4 Kings, vi» 
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on this Occaſion, as freely as they 
do in other miraculous Caſes not 
mention'd in Holy Writ, they 
would ask, Bywhat * Sympathy 
the Iron was moved from the 
« Bottom of the River, to ſeek 
* for, and by what Art it 
« found out the Piece o 
Wood ſwimming on the Sut- 
face of the Waters? Whe- 
© ther the Recovery of the loſt 
Head of an Ax, was a Mat- 


2 ter of ſuch Importance, that 
God ſhould think fit to em- 


© ploy His Omaipotence, in 
& working fo great a Miracle 
« to find it? But to ſilence 
all ſuch profane Reflections in 


thoſe who pretend to Chriſtia· 


ity, Almighty God has been 


and the like Miracles, but pro- 
N 


pleas d, not only to work this, In 
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7 vided they ſhould be ſtamp'd 
Xt with Divine Truth, and deli- 
J Wver'd down to all Ages to 
come, in the very Word of 
i God it ſelf. 
Is it harder to believe that a 
it little light Bundle ſhou'd float 
ponſthe Sea, and arrive ſaſe in 


. Creek, near unto which Saint 
e. Beaao then lived, without the 
t Weaſt Damage, than that the 
t- WHead of an Ax, a lumpiſh 
it piece of Iron, ſhou'd ſwim 
„upon the Surface of the Wa- 
n Iters of the River Jordas, and 
le Woin a Piece of Wood thrown 


2 


in aſter it, in Form of a Han- 
ile? Without doubt Both Facts 
ire wonderful, Both Miracles. 


I know. there is a very wide, 


SS ” 8 


and as I may ſay, an infinite 
Diſpariry between Miracles re- 
n | giſter'd 
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giſter'd in Holy Scripture, and 
thoſe recommended to Poſteri- 
ty by Learned and Unqueltio- 
nable Authors. But when Fact 
are ſo fully atteſted by a Cloud 
of Witneſſes, and delivered 
down. to us by the univer- 
ſal Belief of all Ages, as in the 
Caſe. before us, of our Saint's 
being rais'd to life by the Pray: 
ers of Saint Beano, and of the 
- Manner ſhe ſent; Preſents: to 
him afterwards; it wou'd be 
as unpardonable in. a Rational 
Man to refuſe his Aſſent, as to 
deny that there ever was ſuch 
a Perſon in the World as Juliu 
Cæſar, or that whatever Joſe- 
hus the Hiſtorian has left 
written of the Jewiſo Wars, 
was nothing but a meer Fable. 
Let then the Atheiſt rally, — 
1 7 88 
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the *Incredulous mutter ; all 
Good Chriſtians know, that the 
Son of God, Who neither can 
nor will deceive, has made 
this Infallible Promiſe to His 
Church, That He will be with 
her to the End of the World &, 
and that they who believe in 
Him, ſhall not only do the 
Works He did, but even Great- 
er than thoſe ſhall they do +, Can 
the Hand of God be ſhorten'd ? 
Or, Can His Goodneſs receive 
any Diminution? No, no, Your 
Omnipotence, O Lord, is ſtill 


the ſame, and of Your Mercies 


there is no End. þ 

Whatever this incredulous 
Age may think of this great 
Miracle of our Saint's Return 


to Life; it appear'd ſo evident 


119. to 


* Mat, XXviii, 20. Joh. xiv, 12. 
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to the Weſt Britains, and re. 


dounded jo much to the Ho 


nour of God's Church, Saint 
Beuno s Sanctity, and the power 
he had with his Creator, that 
many Pagan People, remaining 
in thoſe Parts, came to hear 
the Holy Man's Inſtructions in 
the Catholick Faith, and to re- 

8. Wenefride according to her 
former Practice, like Mary at the 
Feet of Chriſt, ſat on a Low Seat 
before him. She was never ſa· 
tiated with the Heavenly Man 
u, Which fell from his Angeli 
cal Tongue. She counted as 
nothing what ſhe had alread 
done, or ſuffer'd, and reſtlels 
to be more ſtrictly united to 
to the Height of Perfection. 
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© Þ Wherefore the moſt humbly 
0 begg' d upon her Knees, to be 
ſolemly veiPd (according to 
the Cuſtom of the Primitive 
Ages) that by entring into a 
Religious Courſe of Life, the 
might put Hell to greater Con- 
len, which had fiercely at- 
tempted to diſhanour God and 
her ſelf: But moſtly, that ſhe 
might pour forth her Soul in 
the Preſence of her Eternal 
Spouſe, with a flaming and dif- 
engaged Heart, entirely His, 
and fay; Behold I have left all 
things, and beve folow'd Thee *. 

St. Beano with Tears of Joy, 
comply*d with this Religious 
Requeſt, and perform'd the 
Ceremony in a numerous Al- 
ſembly. He knew to what a 

Degree 
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Degree of Sanctity the Spirit 
of - Goa would raiſe her, for 
His own Glory, and the Im- 
rovement of others; there- 
ore he ſpent whole Days in 
cultivating her Soul, in what 
regarded a Religious State. 
She, as an apt Scholar, took in 
ſo faſt the frequent Leſſons; 
and put them in practice ſo 
unCtually, that it ſtruck her 
Maſter into Admiration. He 
finding her ſo far advanc'd in 
an interior Life, that ſhe was 
even able to direct and govern 
others in the Way to Perte- 
ction; one Day he calPd for 
her Parents, and after the fol- 
lowing Manner deliver'd un- 
to them his Sentiments and 

Reſolutions. 


o 
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As you (ſaid he) have moſt 
librrath beſtow'd a Church and 
Houſe for the Service of God, 
and for the Help and Benefit of 
the Faithful, ſo His Divine Ma- [ 
jeſty, has more than ſufficiently re- | 
quited your Charity, by confer- 
ring on you Spiritual Favours, 
but more eſpecially on your Chila, 


whom for the the time to come, you 


4 % as 4 ſafe Guide, in our 


Bleſſed Redeemer's Service. I am 
call d en by Heaven, to another 
Place; and I leave you to the 
race and Goodneſs of God, 
and to the rare Example of your 
Daughter. Then turning to 
Saint Wenefride, he ſaid, Our 
Lord, Dear Child, has appointed 
you to ſucceed in my Labours. 
March on in the Way of Vertue, 
a J have taught you, and guide 


co De Liſe of 
others an the Raad to Eternal Life, 
Gather in this very Place, for 
your Heavenly Spouſe, maxy Pure 
and Devout Virgins; but know 
withal, that here you ſhall not end 
your Days; for after the Term of 
Seven Tears, ſpent by you in 
Prayer and Auſterities, for your 
own Merits, and Edification of 
others, our Gracious Lord wil 
ſummon you to another Place, that 
Strangers may be inſtructed by you, 
and came ta the true Knowledge 
and Service of Him, for Whoſe 
ſake jou fell 4 Vidtim of ' Parity. 
When the Ancients of Ephe- 
ſus had heard Saint Paul de- 
— unto aeg r wy 
ee no more by Face, & they 
fell — his Neck, and there was 
great Weeping, In like man- 
| N \ e Bet 
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ner, when Saint Wenefride was 
acquainted by her admir'd 
Maſter, that ſhe ſhould nor ſee 
him any more 1n this World, 
a lawful Grief ſeem'd to over- 
whelm her. To comfort her 
in ſuch deep Affliction, Saint 
Beano took her by the Hand, 
andled her to the Chryſtalline 
Fountain, .the Place of her 
Martyrdom ; where they ſit- 
ting together on a Stone, 
bearing to this Day, the Name 
of Saint Beuno*s Stone, and 
which lieth now in the Out- 
ward Well; Joa ſee (ſaid he) 
the Monament here of your Suffe- 
rings. Behold alſo the Stones, as 
inctur' d with your Blood, which 
was ſhed for the Glory of your 

eavenly Spouſe, Be you there- 
) Fore attentive, and mindful of 
D 2 what 
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what I do foretel you, concerning 
Three ſpecial Favours, whereby 
yoar Glorious Spouſe Jeſus Chriſt 
will hereafter honour your 1 
and by your Prayers, benefit others, 
The Hirt is, That theſe Blood 
Spots ſhall never be waſh'd o 
from the ſaid Stones, but ever 
remain, as triumphant Signs 
of your Blood, ſpilt in defence 
of your Chaſtity. The Second 
i, That any Perſon who ſhall 
devoutly ask Temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, or Freedom from Spiri- 
tual or Corporal Diſtreſſes, to 
be obtainꝰd by your Merits and 
Interceſſion, the ſame ſhall 
compaſs his Requeſt, if it be 
to the Honour and Glory cf 
God, by paying their Devo- 
tions three times at this Mel. to 
If what he petitions for be not 


for 
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ſor the Advantage of his Soul, 


and therefore is not granted; 
at his Death by your Prayers 
he ſhall reap more ample 
Fruit, and in the Next World 
Everlaſting Bleſſings. The Third, 
Fhat after my Departure into 


Illand, God will give me a Cel 
near unto the Sea Shore; ſo 
that whenever you ſend any 
Letters or Tokens to me, as I 
intreat you to do at leaſt once 
every Year, only caſt them in- 
to the Stream of this Fountain, 
and they will come ſafe unto 
me. Mhich Monders will be glo- 
riouſly diuulged of you, to the End 
of the World. 59 
He then conducted her back 
to the Church; where he ad- 
ded: Behold this Church, and 
23 Buildings 


a more remote Part of this 


| 
| 
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Baildings round it, which have 
been raus d by the Munificence of 
Jour Parents; theſe I leave unto 
you to be converted into 4 Mona- 
ſtery of Chaſte and Holy Virgins, 
who moved by your Pious Inſtru- 
tons and Exemplar Life, may 
put in practice thoſe Divine Le. 
ſons, which I have often deliver d 
«nto jou; that is, Ihe Contempt 
of the World, and an entire Ab- 
negation of themſelves; which are 
the Foundation of Religious Per- 
fection. Strive therefore, Dear 
Child, in all 155 to exhibit 
jour ſelf as a lively Pattern of 
Vertue. As to my poor ſelf, | 
will go whither the Spirit of Cc 
Pall dire me, and ſhall ever re- 
#8in in my Heart and Soul, 4 mſi 
Father) and Loving Memory of 
. T 
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To experience the racking 


effects of a rational Sorrow, 
is nothing derogatory to ſolid 


Vertue. The Holy of Holies 


not only groan'd, but wept at 
the Tomb of Lazarw , and 


he ſhed. Tears upon Jeraſalem 


+, for the future Calamities of 
that obſtinate City), which 
would not know the time of 
irs Viſitation. The Royal Pro- 
phet, a Man according to God's 
ops Heart, upon taking his 
laſt farewel of his beloved Jo- 
nathas, they wept together, 


but David more (a). It mult. 


not then ſeem ſtrange, that 
the tender Heart of this dole- 


aſunder with Grief, at the 
| Adieu 


*, Sr. John xi. 35. + S. Luke xix. 47. 


(4) I Reg. XX. 41. 


ful Virgin, was ready to * | 
| 
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Adieu, in this World. The 
more he attempted to ſweet- 
en this bitter Separation, his 
charming Words cauſed her 
eo Sorrow to float high- 
er; inſomuch, that when ſhe 
faw him, with his Staff in his 
Hand, ready to depart, ſhe 
rated the approaching Loſs, as 
the heavieſt Croſs upon Earth; 
and could not forbear expreſ- 
fing thus her ſelf unto him ; 
Now Holy Father, I am to be left 
alone, as a Poor Orphan Child 
without a Narſe, or as 4 Sill 
Sheep, among ſt ravenous Wolves, 
without a Paſtor to defend me. 
I was always ſafe with you, always 
Joyfal' in your Preſence, always in. 
ſtructed 5 jour Exhortat ions, and 
ediß) d by your Example. Theſe 
Words, attended with flow- 
| ing 
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ing Tears, ſo much oppreſs'd - 
Saint Beano's Heart, that not 
being able to utter any An- 
fwer. he bleſs'd her with his 
Hand, and haſten'd his pace 
in the Beginning of his Journey. 

Nothing now could comfort 
her, ſave only the freſh Re- 
membrance of all his Pious In- 
ſtructions, and an earneſt De- 
ſire of executing obediently 
his Commands. Accordingly, 
in a ſhort time ſhe aſſociated 
to her ſelf many Noble and 
Devout Virgins, who obſerv'd 
fuch Rules as ſhe eſtabliſh'd 
for them. She order'd no- 
thing but what firſt ſhe pra- 
tisd her ſelf; and Miracles 
were not wanting to increafe 
her Authority and the Opinion 
of her Sanctity. Their Love 
wo D 5 and 
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and Reſpect towards her, cau- 
Ted each of them to contend 
who ſhould be moſt forward in 
the Imitation of her rare Per- 
fections. They nauſeated ſor- 
did Pleaſures, they underva- 
lued Wealth and Honours, 
and they ſeem'd to be Inhabi- 
tants of a Terreſtrial Paradiſe, 
in loving. and ſerving their 
Heavenly Spouſe, the Son of 
God. She govern'd her Sub- 
jects with endearing Com- 
mands, ſo that they obey'd 
with equal Merit and Con- 
tent. She eas'd them in their 
Difficulties and Temptations, 
inſomuch that the one 

her Rigid Mortification, her 
Angelical Purity, and know- 
ing the Strict Union ſhe had 
with Goa in Prayer, * 


ſhe declar'd unto them, was 
receiv'd as Oracles from Hea- 

The ſpreading Fame of St. 
Wenefride was wonderfully di- 
lated by miraculous Cures of 
Diſeas'd Perſons. They were 
frequent and apparent, and di- 
vulg'd thro* other Parts of 
Wales, Many flack'd from 
diſtant Places to hear her diſ- 
courſe and to receive InſtruQtis 
ons, whom ſhe ſeat away with 
flaming Hearts, and ardent De- 
fires. to be faithful and fervent 
in the Service of. their God. 
They R—_—_ 2 Return to 
their r ive Habitations 2 
And as the Queen of Saba 
Rood: aſtoniſh'd at Solomon's 
ſingular Wiſdom, ſo theſe ad- 


miring Strangers magnify'd the 
— Vedſtanr 
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conſtant Happineſs of the Vir- 
gins ſhe govern'd, and bleſſed 
thoſe who always ſtood before 
Her F. they having ſuch a ſe- 
cure Miſtreſs, and ſo tender 
a Mother. | 
Gratitude for receiv'd Fa- 
vours is not only a Moral Ver- 
tue, but the Eternal Employ 
of Cherubins and Seraphim, 
who. are now adoring, and 
offering never ending Thanks 
to the Infinite Goodneſs of their 
Omnipotent Creator, Who com- 
manded them out of the Chaos 
of nothing. Saint Menefride 
had a moſt grateful Soul; ſhe 
honour'd Saint Bruno as an 
Eminent Servant of God; ſhe 
loved him as a Father; ſhe: reſ- 
pected him as a Maſter; _ 
8811 bs +2127) (3 32000 
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could never ſufficiently ac- 
knowledge her Duty to her 
greateſt Benefactor, after Him 
Who made her. Saint Beuno 
deliver'd to her the Firſt Rudi- 
ments of Perfection; he incited 
her to embrace a Religious 
State; he obtain'd: for her by 
his Prayers a Second Life, and 
poliſh'd her Interior, that ſhe 
was amiable in the Sight of 
Cod and Men. To make ſome 
ſmall return, ſhe ſent him eve- 
ry Year a Token, after the 
manner he had preſcrib'd. In 
the Beginning of May, almoſt 
a Year after his Departure, 
with the help of her Religious 
Sifters, ſhe. finiſh'd a curious 
Embroider'd Veſtment; and 
wrapping the ſame in a Wool- 
len Cloth, ſhe went un 
1 Wl 
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with her Religious and others, 
to the Well Side, and caſting 


ſaid; Holy Father, according to 
| your Command and my Promi, I 


niſhment of numerous Behol- 
ders, it paſſed down the Stream 
into the River, then into the 
Sea, and it landed near the 
where Saint Beano 

then dwelt, many Miles diſtant 
from the Holy Fountain. 
The Holy Max was then 
walking on the Sea Shore, and 
wonder'd what that Bundle 
ſhould be; bur ing it, he 
| remembred the charge he had 
given to Saint Wexefride, and 
that as he had foretold, it came 
miraculouſly to him, * 
45 the 


the Bundle into the Water ſhe 


ſend unto you this ſmall Token of 
_ wy Love. To the great Aſto. 
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the leaſt Sign of Wet or 
Moiſture. is Veſtment he 
preſerv'd with great Care in 
the Church, for the Celebration 
of Holy Maſs. He likewiſe 
receiv*d freſher Lights of her 
reſent and future SanQtity ;. 
ow much Almighty God would. 
be honoured by her, not only 
at Fizhon,. but in other Places 
whither Divine Providence 
ſhould direct her to go. The 
rein never intermitted to 
— him a Yearly Preſent, ti 
his moſt happy Death was 
reveal'd unto her, and the 
Glorious Reward he was 
crown'd with in Heaven. 


This laſt Paſſage aps 
pear to Incredulous Prell x 
moſt ſurpriſing of all others in 
the Hiſtory of Saint Menefrides 


— 
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Life.. Therefore Divine Pro- 
vidence thought fit to authen- 
ticate the Memory of it to this 
very Day, and after this man- 
ner. In Carnarvonſbire, Eight 
Miles diſtant from the Town 
of Carnarvon, there is a Little 
Creek where the Sea.runs up, 
call'd in Welſh, Porthy Caſſe 
(corruptedly, as Icould inſtance 
in other Appellations) for Porth 
y Caſſal, or the Port of the 
Veſtment. Here the Firſt Preſent 

our Saint miraculouſly lan- 
ded; and the Place retains the 
Name to this Day. Near unto 
this Inlet there ſtands a Large 
Pariſh Church call'd Chuncg, 
in which St. Beuno was buried, 
his laſt founded Monaſtery 
being. there. His Tomb is yet 
extant, and is had in great 

8 veneration 
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veneration by the Inhabitants. 
The Hiſtory of St. Wenefride's 
Life was Curiouſly repreſented 
in the Glaſs Windows of Clyn- 
nog Church; but has been ſo 
detaced, that little now ap- 
pears. What can be more 
perſuaſive to obtain Credit to 
this Miracle, than ſo Ancient 
and ſo Certain a Tradition, 
even to thoſe who uſe their 
utmoſt efforts to deſtroy the 
Memory of Miracles. The 
Port of the Veſtment ſolves the 
Objection from the Year 66 
to this of 1712. As Apoſtoli- 
cal Tradition is the Unwritten 
Word of God, and by it we 
receive the H. Scriptures, and 
the Sacred Interpretation and 
True Senſe of them, as what 


regards Infant Baptiſn, &c. let 
8 17. 
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it be lawful for me to ſay, that 
as to Humane Faith, uninter- 
rupted Tradition from Father 
to Son for ſo many Centuries, 

Va clearer Atteſtation of Fact, 
than if it had been recorded 
in Written Hiſtory. 

After Saint Beuno's Deceaſe, 
Saint Wenefride began to feel 
in her Soul clear Illuſtrations 
and ſtrong Impulſes for remo- 


the was. She had the comfort 
to ſee her Religious fo well 

rounded in Perfection, that 
her Preſence was not neceſſa- 


y. Wherefore in the End of 


the Seventh Year of her Go- 
vernment (as the Saint had 
foretold her) ſhe took leave of 
her Spiritual Children and of 
her Loving Parents. ITis 22 — 


ving from the Monaſtery where 
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ly imagin'd that as the 
Virgin Martyr was under a ſe- 
vere trial at the Departure of | 
Saint Beano, whom ſhe call'd 
her Father; in like manner theſe 
Noble Religious Virgins had | 
heavy hearts and flowing eyes, 
when they underſt that 
their deareſt Mother was fully 
relolv'd to leave them. To 
compole and quiet them ſhe 
declar'd that it was the Will of 
Cod, and as they had ſubmut- 
ted unto her, they ought. to 
ſhew undiſturb'd obedience to 
their Heavenly Spouſe : That all 
"| things ought to be welcome, 
coming from His Fatherly 
Hand, and appointed them by 
Infinite Wiſdom. So, having 
compleated neceſſary Orders, 
ſhe embraced each of the Si- 
8 fers,. 
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ſters, and choſe One of them 
for a Companion in her Jour- 
ney. Before her Departure 
ſhe went down to viſit the 
Place of her Martyrdom ; where 
falling upon her knees in fer- 
vent Prayer, ſhe humbly be- 
fought the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth to direct her in this 
New Pilgrimage, and likewiſe 
to excreaſe His Bleſſings on ſuch, 
whoin a devout manner ſhould 
viſit that Well, where for His 
Honour ſhe had ſuffer'd the 
Loſs of her Life. The many 
Miracles in ſubſequent Ages, 
= clear teſtimony that her 
Charitable Petition had the 
gracious aflent of Him Who is 
the Beſtower of all Good Gifts. 
Saint Wenefride having re- 
commended to God her * 

| ery 
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ſtery of Finhon, her Parents, 
and her Friends, Divine Pro- 


vidence directed her to the Cell 


of Bleſſed Deifer, Eight Miles 
diſtant from the Holy Well 
This Recluſe was much in Cod's 


favour ; and Robert, Prior of 


Shremsbury, recounts of him ſe- 
veral evident Miracles, which 
for brevity are here omitted, 
becauſe my ſole Intentiongs to 


ſet forth the Merits of our. 


Glorious Patroneſs of Wales. 
The Holy Man told her that 
God had not made any thing 


known unto him as to her 


Journey: Bat have patience 
(faid he) this Night, and I will 
inquire after His Bleſſed Plea- 


ſore. Saint Deifer ſpending 
the Night in Prayer, accor- 


ding to his cuſtom, heard a 


Voice 


— 


70 The Life of 
Voice towards Morning, which 
ſaid ; Tell my dear Virgin Daugh- 
ter Wenefride, that ſhe repair 
forthwith to the Village Henth- 
lant, where the Venerable Satur- 
nus will fully inſtruct her as to the 
Place of her Abode during Life. 
Deifer acquainted her with his 
Commiſſion, and likewiſe aſ- 
ſur'd her, that this Holy Neigh- 
boar (fo he call'd him) would 


be enabled from Heaven not 


only to ſatisfy her where to 
fix, but likewiſe he would in- 
form her of other things rela- 
ting to her ſelf. After that, he 
directed her in the Way to St. 
Saturns. 
It pleas'd Almighty God to 
| honour the Virgin's Progreſs 
by revealing the ſame to feve- 
ral Saints, and the „ of 
. ä er 
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her Journey. Amongſt the reſt 
was Saint Saturn, Who gave - 
her a charitable reception at 
Henthlant. Great part of that 
Night they ſpent together in 
Prayer and Holy Conferences; 
and to her great Conſolation 
he entertain'd her with many 
Spiritual Lectures. He ac- 
quainted her in the Morning 
that there was a Place not far 
off, call'd Witheriac (now vul- 
garly Gaitherin) which was 
enrich'd with precious Re- 
iques of many Glorious Saints, 
who had liv'd and dy'd there; 
and on this account it was high- 
ly reverenced by Devout Peo- 
ple. Thu Place (ſaid he) « ap- 
tinted you by Divine Providence 
for your Temporal ſojourning upon 
Earth: Tou find there a Holy 
> Abbot, 
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Abbot, by Name Elerius, who 4 
ef ſo great Mortification, and of 

o great Union with God in Pray- 
er, that he's entirely dead to the 
World. I am order d to ſend you 
to this Man, and farther to let you 
know, that you'll experience under 
his Conduct a Celeſtial Tranguili- 
ty of Mind, You'll likewiſe find 
there 4 Monaſtery of chaſte Vir 
gins, mho have been train d u) 
from their very Infancy in ſolid 
Vertue. Tow are deſtin d by Hea- 
ven to improve them more in Per- 
fection by your Example and In- 
fruttions. In proceſs of time vel 
theſe Religious will ſubmit them- 
| ſelves unto you, as to 4 Mother 
and Abbeſs, who is ſent providen 
tially unto them by their Heavenly 


Saint 


Bleſſing, and Directions how 
to finiſh her Journey. The 


Holy Man, out of Reſpect 
and Reverence, accompany'd. 


her himſelf part of the Way. 
At parting he gave her his 
bleſſing, and order'd his Dea- 
con to conduct her to Saint 
Elerius. Twas no ſmall Com- 


fort to her that ſhe was tra- 


. towards a Monaſtery of 
pure 


Hon: | 8 
Guitherin is now a Village, 

whatever it was in former 

times, in Denbigiſhire, near 
A. E : 


- 
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| irgins, and there to en- 
joy, their. Angelical Converſa - 


the 
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Saint Wenefride was tran- 
ported with Joy, hearing this 
agreeable Relation of her 
Happineſs fo near at hand. 
She moſt humbly begged his 
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the River Cluide, which ſepa- 
rates this County from that of 
of Flint, Saint Elerius had 
here his Monaſtery ina Vale 
call'd Vallis Clutina, where ſe- 
veral Religious Perſons of 
Both Sexes embraced his In- 
i Gat and follow'd his Exam- 
N The Holy Abbot had a Re- 
valation of her Coming, and 
of her diſtinguiſhing Merits ; 
therefore to honour her, he 
met her at ſome diſtance, and 
= 75 4 the * N After 
rayed a while toge- 

— he 1 her aſide — 
the Deacon and her /Compani- 
on, telling her, that he was 
no Stranger to that Heroical 
Act, of ſuffering à violent 
death to preſerve her Virgi- 
5 Hh. 7 nity. 
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nity; that the Miraculous 
Fountain was an evident Te- 
ſtimony of it; and that he 
would cheerfully affiſt her in 
the Deſigns of His Divine Ma- 
jeh, intended by this her 
Journey. The Virgin reply*d, 
That as to her ſelf, ſhe had only 
this to offer ; That as ſhe had been 
guided by God's Holy Spirit to 
find him out, 15 in the future 
Courſe of her Life, ſhe would be 
| an obedient Child, in hearing 
and obſerving his Directions. 

The Holy Abbot was ex- 
tremely edity*d at this humble 
and modeſt Anſwer. He told 
ber, That if ſhe pleas'd, they 


would ſpend that Night in 5 


t Prayer, tor greater ſecurity in 
this important Affair. This 
7 they did; and he having re- 

oo wlk E 2 ceiy'd 
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ceiv'd clearer Lights from 
Heaven, was repleniſh'd with 
incredible Joy, and told her in 
the Morning, that Almighty 
God would not be wanting to 
increaſe His Fatherly Love 
towards her. Without ſaying 

more, he led her out of the 
Church to the . Monaſtery 
which was under his Govern- 
ment, and he ſpoke thus to the 
Religious Virgins. 

Rejoice, Dear Children of 
Cod, for that it hath pleas d your 
Heavenly Spouſe to fond 4 New 
Star of wonderful Brightneſs to 
ſhine among#t you. H. has pro- 

Vvided you ſuch a Companion 4 
will enrich your Souls with tht 

Treaſure of Religious Perfection, 

by the Pattern ſhe'll ſet before you 

This # the Renowned Virgin We 
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nefride, who as you have heard, 
ſuffer d a Glorious Death, in de- 
fence 7 her Chaſtity. Thu is ſhe 
whoſe Triumphs are recounted in 
Churches, and whoſe Trophies il- 
luſtrate the Province where ſhe li- 
ved. Rejoice therefore, becauſe 
ſhe is come to remain and end her 


Days among it you. Happy is her 


Arrival ! Preſerve carefully this 
ineſtimable Treaſure, Mark and 


imitate the Example ſhell ſhew you, 


and give attention to the Spiritual 
Documents ſhe'll deliver; becauſe 


for this Chriſt has ſent her. 


Having utter'd this Speech to 
the Religious in general, he ad- 
dreſs'd the Venerable Abbefs 
Theonia with theſe few Words: 
lo you, Dear Mother, after 4 
more ſpecial manner, I recom-- 


mend a reſpectful. Entertainment 
E 3 of 
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of this Sacred Spouſe of Chriſt, 
W ho by directing her hither, has 
fignally regarded and regaled your 
Family. Aſter this he with- 
drew, leaving Saint Henefride 
amongſt them, bluſhing, and 
as it were linking under the 

Burthen of her own Praiſes. 
Not only Abbeſs Fheonia, 
who was a very Holy Woman, 
but Saint Elerius alſo, held 
frequently private conferences 
with Saint Menefride; and dif- 
courſing of Heavenly Myſte- 
ries and Vertuous Practices, 
they diſcover'd her to be ſo 
clearly illuminated in the Firſt, 
and ſo ſolidly grounded in the 
Second, that Both of them ad- 
mirꝰd the rich Treaſury of her 
Soul. When the Abbot re- 
turn'd to his Moxks, who liv'd 
4 not 
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not far oft in Auſtere Diſcipline, 
*twas his Cuſtom to magnify 
the Merits of this Stranger, 
and ſeem'd not able to expreſs 
what was due unto her. 
At length the Fame of he 
Sanctity was ſo much divul- 


ged, that numerous Crowds 


of all Callings flock*'d to Guz- 
therin, to behold a Noble Cou- 
rageous Creature, who to ſe- 
cure her Virginity had ſuffer'd 
the Loſs her Head, and 
who after Death, to the greater 
Glory of her Hage by a Holy 
Man's Prayer had return'd to, 
Life. They importun'd her to 
ſhew the Pare White Circle 
round her Neck, which ſhe in- 
duſtriouſly declin'd, till at the 
requeſt of her Siſters ſhe yield- 
ed to their Pious Deſire, ' left 

14 ſhe. 
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ſhe ſhould ſeem to affect Hy. 


mility. The Glorious Scar for- 
ced Tears of Compunction | 
from their Eyes, by reflect- 


ing how Heroicall and with 
what Fortitude {he receiy'd 


the Mortal Wound from the 


Sword of cruel Cradocus, ra- 


ther than once to offend her 


God, and how often they had 
ſhew'd their Weakneſs, in 
complying with the Firſt Sug- 
geſtions of the Infernal Ene- 
my, and ſhameful Propoſals of 


a wicked Companion. 


Saint Elerizs going one Day 
to the Monaſtery to viſit the 


Living Martyr, and to confer 
with her 1n Spiritual Matters, 
they 2 Hoa ” the 
Subject of the Happineſs of dying 
well, He told her, That he ot- 


ten 
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ten took complacency in the 
Thoughts of having her near 
him when he lay on his Death 
Bed, and that after his Depar- 
ture her Prayers would afford 
him Relief for the Repoſe of 
his Soul. No Father (ſaid ſhe 
Prophetically) Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed otherwiſe.. Jou ſhall live 

| to bury our Dear Mother Theo- 
nia, and 4 few Tears after tob 

me: Then ſome time being expir d, 

Jour ſel a paſs from this tranſi- 

tory World, and go to Him, of 

Whoſe Kingdom 1 e #5 no End. 

All this came to paſs as the 
Saint foretold. | 
Soon after this Prediction 
Theonia Was viſited with her. 
final Sickneſs; and finding her- 
| ſelf near her End, ſhe receiv'd 

from Elerius's hands the Bleſſed 
| E Sacrament, 
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Sacrament, as her Viaticum to 
conduct her ſafely towards Hea- 
ven. The Religious were on 
their Knees round her Bed, la- 
menting bitterly the foreſeen 
Loſs, whom ihe comforted a- 
ter this manner: Children 
Tears are not to flow for Friends 
or for our ſelves, unleſs ſome 
Evil hath happen d or Misfortune. 
Our preſent Caſe has no ſuch coun- 
tenamce: As to my ſelf, I am haſten- 
ing to my Heavenly Spouſe, (as I 
hope) Whocalls me to Him. As to 
an; B. Wenefride, 4 more Holy 
Mot her, will ſucceed me, who by 
Words and Works will improve you 
mm Perfection. Follow her ſteps, 
and ——þ _ wander nor £ 
#ftray. n being ſpent, ſhe 
rende out her 1 pre- 
cCious Soul. Her Obſegaies be- 

J ing 
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ing ſolemnly and chriſtianly 
perform'd by St. Elerius, he ap- 
ointed Saint MWenefride Ab- 

ſs, to govern the Monaſtery. 
Her e e Humility diſſua- 
ded her from undertaking the 
Charge, but the Obedience ſne 
had promis'd the Holy Abbot, 
and the repeated Petitions of 
the Siſters, notwithſtanding. 
Natural Reluctancy, wrought 
her at laſt into compliance. 

The nice Art of governin 
many, whole Geniuſes and 
Conſtitutions are as differing 
as the Features of their Faces,. 
is attended with ſuch vaſt Diffi- 
culties, that Solomon beipg ſa- 
vour'd and honour'd by oy 
Almighty with that unlimitt 
Offer, Ack. what thou wilt, ws 
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T may give it thee *. The conſi- 
dering Xin petition'd for 
what was moſt neceſſary, to 
rule the numerous 1/raelztes; he 
deſir'd not Riches or Glory, 
but Wiſdom, a docible Heart. 
Saint Wenefride was naturally 
Prudent, and her Spouſe be- 
ſtow'd upon her a more than 
ordinary Talent of Governing; N 
fo that wiſh'd for Succeſs an- 
fwer'd Expectation. He bleſs'd 
that Head with ſupernatural 
Wiſdom, which had been fa- 
crificed to his Honour. She 
made uſe of the ſame Maxims 
and Methods at Guitherin, as 
before ſhe had done at Finhon. 
Her Commands were intima- 
ted with ſuch Affability and 
Diſcretion, that they appeared 
| _ 
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to her Subjects ſo many Intrea- 
ties. She went conſtantly be- 
fore the reſt in the moſt painful 
Duties of the Monaſtery; and 
altho?* the Dignity of her Of- 
fice requir?d due Diſtance, ſhe 
not only convers'd with her 
Siſters as with Equals, but alſo 
look*d upon herſelf as the leaſt 
"deſerving in the whole Commu- 
nity. She had the true Spirit 
of Poverty, and was ſo much 
averſe to Superfluities that ſhe 
would ſcarceadmit of Neceſſa- 
ries. She was molt rigid in 
Abſtinence, and Patience had 
taken ſuch abſolute poſſeſſion 
of her Heart, that not the 
leaſt Entrance was allow'd to 
Anger and other inordinate 
Paſhons. Her Prayer was 
continual, when not — 
b ted 
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ted — of Charity, and 
neceſſary Sleep. She was fre- 
quently favour' d with Rapture: 
and Extaſies. She never dropp'd 
any Word tending to hier own 
Commendation, and was ſen- 
ſibly afflicted when others 
mention'd any thing in her 
Praiſe. 

The Bleſſed Martyr inculca- 
ted daily to her Siſters to have 
always before their eyes the 
Grand Example of their Dear 
Redeemer, and to copy out ſuch | 
Vertues as He exercis'd, to in- 
ſtruct as well as to fave them: 
That they ought to ſtudy 2 
pure Intention in all their 
Actions, to ferve God for His 
own fake. She earneſtly re- 
commended Fortitude and 
Perſeverance, as ſtrong Armor 
. to 
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to overcome all forts of Temp- 
tations. That they ought not 
to be diſmay*d in theſe Spiri- 
cual Conflicts, for by the Con- 
queſt they would obtain the 
Crown. Prayer (ſhe faid) 
when well perform'd, did di- 
late their Souls, and prepar'd 
an Entrance to Divine Grace, 
which enabled them to un- 
dertake Noble Actions for 
their God. *Tis+ needleſs to 
mention her Angelical Purity ; 
the flowing Fountain ſeems to 
denote that ſhe would have 
_ parted with Streams of Blood 

rather than to have conſent 
to One ſingle Thought to the 
prejudice of her conſecrated 
Virginity. | 

Twas obſerv'd that when 
ſhe exhorted her Religious, a 


Depth 


88 The Life of 
Depth of Heavenly Wiſdom 
appear*d- in her Words, which 
inflanyd her Hearers with the 
Love of Jeſus. She was fa- 
vour'd with a ſpecial: Gift of 
diſcovering Temptations, and 
of applying proper Remedies 
to defeat the Enemy. Not on- 
ly the Lait, but even Religious 
Men and Prelates, found great 
advantage by conferring with 
her. Many reſorted to Guithe- 
rin from all Parts of the Pro- 
vince: What is yet more, no- 
torious Thieves and inveterate 
alefactors were reclaimed 
from their Evil Courſes by her 

werful Advice and irreſiſta- 

e Remonſtrances. 

Almighty GOD was pleas'd 
to declare by Signs and Mira- 


cles, how much Saint Wene- 
friae 
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fride was in His divine favour. 
Scarce any Day paſſed, where- 
in by ſudden Cures of deſpe- 
rate Diſtempers, ſhe did not 
comfort drooping and deſpon- 
ding Patients, Her Monaſtery 
reſembled a Common Refuge 
of the Diſtreſs'd, and ſhe 
was like a Tender Mother to 
the. Unfortunate. Her Heroi- 
cal Vertues were the Univerſal 
Subject of Diſcourſe in Private 
Families, and the Fame of 
her Miracles was heard from 
the Pulpits in Churches. St. 
Elerius, who was beſt acquain- 
ted with her Merits, declar'd 
openly, That Providence had 
directed her to Gaitherin, to 
honour and benefit them all: 
But from Humane Applauſe, 
which was abhorr'd by her to 


the 
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the laſt degree, ſhe was invi- 
ted by a Revelation, to the Im- 
morcal Glory of Angels. 

The Saint being thus fore- 
warn'd of her long wiſh'd for 
Departure, the weicome News, 
tor whole Days and Nights, 
threw her into Extaſies of Joy. 
She had made it her ſtudy to 
forget, as much as poſſible, 
what ſhe had done or ſuffer'd 
for her Dear Lord; and there 
fore, as one who is to under- 
take a long Journey, ſhe 
made neceflary proviſions, as if 
nothing had been perform'd 
during the Courſe of her Holy 
Life. She redoubied her Faſts 
and other Auſterities; ſhe fa- 
tigued herſelf in the painful 
Exerciſes of continual Charity 
towards her Siſters and others. 
Notwithſtanding 


a wal hound 
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Notwithſtanding her Angehcal 
Interior, and the uninterrup- 
ted Union with her Divine 
Spouſe, ſhe vilify'd herſelf, as 
one not worthy of His Pre- 
ſence. That ſhe might not 
ſurpriſe the Community, by 
her leaving them in a ſhort 
| Sickneſs, ſhe imparted firſt to 
Saint Elerius the Summons 
ſhe had receiv'd from her Re- 
deemer, and the ſame after- 
wards to her dear Siſters, 
whoſe Sorrow was little infe- 
rior to thoſe Tranſports of Ju- 
bilee ſhe was abſorp'd in, by 
the certain Aſſurance of paſ- 
ling ſpeedily to her Lord and 
Maſter. They wept, they 
mourned, but ſhe thus com- 
forted them. 


FOE Weep 
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Weep not, Dear Children, but 
conform your Wills to your Crea- 
tors Pleaſure. Doubt not but 
that in Heaven (whither. thro 
the Mercies. of God I am going) 
T ſhall be more ſerviceable to you 
by "7 Prayers, than here on 
Earth by my Preſence. For that 
Land of Promiſe is not a Place of 
Ignorance but of clear Kprowleage, 
where the Bleſſed underſtand the 
Wants of. their Friends on Earth; 
Ana they being united to the Foun- 
* tain Head of Infinite Charity, 
they are powerful and ready to pro- 
cure ſpeedy Helps to ſuccour them. 
This I promiſe to do for you, My 
dear Children, after that Chriſt 
Pall have taken me into His King- 
dam. Joa muſt not be contriſta- 
ted like thoſe who have. no hope. 
To wicked Morlalings, who by 


their 
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their ſinful Lives dread the Sight 


| of « Terrible Judge, Death ap- 


ears like acruel Executioner, to 
drag them to 4 formidable Tribu- 
nal; but to Innocent and Holy 
Souls Death is entemain'd 4s 4 
welcome Gueſt; he finds them rea- 
dy to embrace him with Joy : They 
are like to Men expecting their 
Lord, when he returns from the 
Marriage *, and are ready togo 
with him, as through God's Mer- 

cy, I hope that I am prepar d at 
- preſent 2 the Heaven ee 
to enter into the Joys of my Lord. 

Her concluding Sickneſs 
took its beginning from fre- 
quent and violent Convulſions, 
which ſhe endur'd with unpa- 
ralelPd Patience. The lively 
Hopes of ſeeing her Heavenly 


r 


* $8» Luke, Xl. 36. 


— 
58 
= 9 
* 


Spouſe, 


94 The Life of 


Spouſe, ſweeten'd all her acute 
Pains : Yet knowing that the 


crafty Tempter is more furious 
in the deciſive Conflict, ſhe 
earneftly and often beſought 
our Lord, that He would not 
17 the Infernal Enemy to 

frightful anto her in her Lait 
Agony. She exhorted all who 
came to viſit her, to make ear- 

iy preparations againſt that 
_ dreadful Hour, on which de- 
pended Eternal Happineſs, or 
Never Ending Miſery. 

In the Beginning of Novem- 
ber finding her Strength exhau- 
ſted, and that her Diſſolution 
was near at hand, ſhe calld 
for the Saint her Confeſſor, 
and was by him fortify'd with 
the Holy Sacraments of the 
Church. Beholding the Reli- 


| © 10s 


c 
1 
/ 
4 
ö 
h 
b 


— —_—_ _ . ——.— (— 


Saint Wenefride. 95 
giaus in tears upon their Knees, 
the ſaid; Dear Children, rather 
congratalate with me, than grieve 
ſo much at my approaching Hap- 
pineſs. I hope ere lang to enjoy 
Him in Heaven, Whom TI have 
ardently loved upon Earth. Pre- 
ſerve inviolably the Promiſe you 
have made Him: Unadervalue the 
baſe and ſordid Pleaſures of this 
tranſitory World: Reflect that 
your Bodies, altho* beautiful and 
and in their prime, are no other 
than loathſome -Prifons, which de- 
tain your Immortal Souls in cloſe 
Confinement. Take great heed 
nat to deſile them, and never for- 
get this important Leſſon, That 
the Heavenly Comfort and Toy, 
which pure Sowls experience ou their 
Dab Bed, recompences abun- 

dantiy a Worldly Riches, Plea- 
7: Eg ſures, 
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fares, and Honors, which th 

have deſpis d and abandon d for the 
Service and Love of Jeſus Chriſt, 
[ The Saint, as it were, 
knowing the very Minute of 
her Departure, took her Laſt 
Leave and Bleſſing of Holy 
Elerius, hoping that they 
wou'd meet ſoon in Heaven, 
without any Fear of a Future 
Separation. She humbly re; 
queſted that her Body might 
be bury'd near unto Theonza's, 
ber Holy Mother. Then in a 
pure AG of intenſe Love of 
God, on the Third of Novem- 
ber, ſhe breath'd out her thrice 
happy Soul into her Bleſſed Re- 

deemer's hande. 
Elerius obſerving that ſhe 
had expir*d, as the Religious al- 
ſo did, who were kneeling 
near 
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near her Bed; the many deep 
Sighs publiſh'd their Loſs. 
The Holy Abbot found him- 
ſelf oblig'd to ſuppreſs his own 
Grief, that he might more ef- 
fectually comfort them, by de- 
ae that ſhe was only re- 
moved to Heaven before them, 
and that they ought to pre- 
pare to follow after her: That 
ſhe was united gloriouſly to her 
God, and by her Prayers 
would powertully aſſiſt them. 


Her Body was very little al- 


terꝰd in the Comelineſs of it, by 
her Death; and as ſhe had de- 
ſir'd, 'twas ſolemnly interr'd 
near Theonia's, and many other 
Saints bury'd before her in 
that Place: Amongſt the reſt 
were Cheb and Sennan, the one 
lying at her Head, and the 
N R "Re 
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other by her Side. Both theſe 
were renown'd for Sanctity 
and Miracles, and had Chur- 
ches rais'd to their Memories. 
Yet altho' theſe Two, and ma- 
ny other Saints Bodies, which 
had been committed to that 
Holy Ground, drew thither 
Devout People; yet the Place 
was moſtly reverenced and ho- 
nor'd for Saint Wenefride's Se. 
pulcher, which was afterwards 
favour'd by a Train of evident 
Miracles. Not long after, 
Saint Elerius, by a happy 
Death, - finiſh*'d his Courſe, 
and went to receive the Eter- 
nal Reward of his Apoftolical 
Labours. His Body was it 
terr'd in a Church erected to 
his Name and Memory, where 
it pleas'd Almighty God 8 
wor 
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work Miraculous Cures, in te- 
ſtimony of his Sanctity on 
Earth, and Power by his Pray- 
ers in Heaven. 

The Omuipotent, Who has 
aſſur'd Mortals by His Divine 
Promiſe, That thoſe who glorify 
Him, He will glorify them * 


moſt eminently fulfill'd the 


lame in Saint Werefride, both 
Living and Dead. She glori- 
fd her Creator in her tender 
Years, by conſecrating unto 
Him her unſpotted Virginity. 
She glorify'd Him, like Saint 
Agatha and Saint Agnes, with 
the cheerful Offering of her 
Head, to preſerve untainted 
Fidelity to her Heavenly 
Spouſe, She glorify'd Him, by 
withdrawing noble Virgins 
PR F 2 from 
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from the prevaricating World, 
and raiſing their Souls to the 
pure Love of God; inſtructing 
them in the true Spirit of Hu- 
mility and Mortification. In 
fine ihe lority'd Him thro! 
the whole courſe-of her Life, 
in all points of Religious Perfe- 
Ction; not only relating to her 
Subjects, but even the Lai). 
On the other hand the Almighty | 
has glority*d her, down to the 
Preſent Age, from the Year 
Six Hundred and Sixty. Ac. 
carding to Saint Beuno's Predi- 
ction, there has been no Ceſla- 
tion of Miracles; teſtify ing 
her ſignal Sanctity, and how 
dear her precions Soul is to her 
Maker. Tis true, this hum 
ble Virgin was accuſtom'd to 
bluſh and to ſhed tears, or 

5 | ; . Fir 
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Firſt Sound of her Praiſes, and 
therefore deſir'd and obtam'd 
that ſhe might abſent her ſelf 
from Finhon, to live in obſcuri- 
ty (as ſhe reſolv*d) out of the 
frothy Noiſe of Acclamations, 
which ſhe could not avoid at 
the' Place of her Martyrdom. 
This was her Pious Contri- 
vance, but the Deſign of Hea- 
ven was to glorify her at Guj- 
therin. As God commanded a 
Torrent to flow in that Dry 
Valley, where her Bloody Head 
touch'd firſt the Ground, ſo at 
her Sepulcher He did not re- 
ject or refuſe any Petition, 


made by her devoted Suppli- 


ants. | 

The Hiſtorians of her Life; 

Saint Elerius and Salopienſes, 

concluded that iz would be an 
fF' F3 Undertaking 
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Undertaking to ſwell Vo. 
$ lumes, if they regiſter'd al 
Wonders done at her Shin 
and Fountain: They thought it 
ſufficient to acquaint the Rea 
der, that the Blind, Loeper, 
and. other ,Diſeas'd Perſons, 
were perfectly cured, by drin- 

king the Water, or bathing 
themſelves in the Holy Wel. 

This became fo famous, that 

tender Mothers made no diffi 
culty of caſting their Sickly 
Children into the Stream; 
which was a ſpeedy Cure. 
Such as liv'd at great diſtance, 
and were tormented with 
Agues or Hot Burning Fevers, 
cauſed the Water to be brought 
to them, and drank of it, as a 
certain Remedy to relieve 
them in their Maladies. 'Tholc 
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Saint Wenefride. 103 
in very Remote Places, us'd to 
put One of the Little Bloody 
Stones which was taken out of 
the Mell, into other Spry 
Water, and they were cured. 
"Tis ſaid that the Virgin Martyr 
herſelf preſcrib'd the Firſt Uſe 
of this Laſt Remedy, who = 
ſoon after her Second Death 
appearing to many, who in 
dangerous Diſtempers devout- 
ly call'd upon her, ſhe directed ._ 
them, for their ſpeedy recoye- 
ry, to apply the Water and 
Stones of the Well in the afore- 
faid manner. Such as had 
Swellinzs, or Old Sores, bath- 
ed the Part affected, and they 
found preſent relief. eg tt” | 
At this wonderful Spring al- 
moſt - daily Miracles were 
wrought, according to a Peti- 
24193 E 4 tion 
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tion ſhe made to God before ſhe 
left Finhon; That He would 
vouchſafe to bleſs Corporally, 
and fanCtify Spiritually, all 
thoſe who in Future Ages, 
ſhould devoutly viſit her Foun- 
tain, and there acknowledge 
the many Benefits with which 


He had favour'd her. Fre- 


uent Miracles were likewiſe 
wrought at her Tomb. Mul- 
titudes of Diſeas'd Perſons be- 
came perfectly cured, by 
praying, and kiſſing the 
-Earth, where the Sacred Re- 
mainaer- of her was depoſited. 
The Holy Author of Saint 
Wenefride's. Life and Death, 
was not ſatisfy'd with a Gene- 
-ral Relation of Miraculous 
Cures : He deſcends to Parti- 
cCulars, that Unbelieving Po- 
COHN Wei 
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ſterity might be induced to al- 
low. credit to what he had re- 
corded as to daily Wonders. I 
touch-twoor three with Brevi- 
ty. From the Beginning of the 
World it hath not been heard, 
that any. Man opened- the Eyes of 
one born blind, unleſs this Man 
were of Cod . This declar'd 
the Omanipotence of the Long 
Expected Meſſias; and the like 
Favour ſoon after our Saint's. 
Peath, gave wing to the Fame 
of her Sanctity, and Power in 
Heaven, and ſpread the ſame 
thro? the Weſtern Provinces of 
Britain. A poor Carpenter, 
dwelling not far from St. Wene- 
fride's Well, had a Daughter 
born blind. She growing up, and 
groaning under that Temporal 
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 Misfortune; heating the Re- 
t of many | Miraculous 
Cures wrought at that Fon 
tai, ſhe importun'd her Fa- 
ther daily, to be handed thi- 
ther. This was granted; and 
being come to the Place, ſhe 
bathed her Head in the Water, 
and was afterwards conducted 
to the Chappel, near unto the 
Well. She ſpent that whole 
Night in Prayer, beſeeching 
Goa, thro* the Merits and In- 
terceſſion of Saint Wenefridi, 
who was Martyr'd for His 
love, to beftow upon her Cor- 
poral Sight, to the end ſhe 
might ſerve Him better, and 
be an Eye Witneſs of the Won- 
ders wrought in that Place. 

Towards Morning ſhe fell into 

4 Slumber; and when ſhbe 
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open*d her Eye Lids, ſhe found 
herſelf bleſs'd with perfect 
Sight. This being ſo noto- 
rious and publick, begat freſh 
Veneration to the Holy Well, 
and was divulged far and 
near, to His Honor, Who is 
glorify'd in His Saints. | 

The Saint's Privilege was 
not confin'd to her Well and 
Chappel ; the adjacent Places 
were a ſort of Sanctuary, un- 
der her Protection: Witneſs 
what happen'd to ſome 
Thieves, who ſtole a Cow, 
out of a Paſture near unto St. 
Wenefride's Chappel. The 
Robbers forc*d her over Rocky 
Ways, that they might not be 
traced; but it happen'd other- 
wife : For the Cow tix*d not one 
Step, without leaving a deep 

| Impreſſion. 
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Impreſſion in the Stones, as if 
The had been paſſing thro? ſoft 
Clay. The Footſteps alſo of 
the Thieves ſo vilibly ap- 
pear'd, that the Owner next 
Morning miſſing his Beaſt, he 
and his Neighbours follow'd 
after by the Miraculous Track, 
The Robbers perceiving them 
near at hand, made the beſt of 
tlieir way to eſcape, and left 
the Booty to whom it belong: 
ed. They aſterwards obſerv'd 
at leiſure, how the Com had 
left the clear Prints of her 
Feet as ſhe was carry'd off, 
but not the leaſt Impreſſion af- 

ter ſhe was retriey'd and re- 

turn'd homewards. Great 

Crowds of People flock'd to 

behold the ſaid Prints in the 

Stones, and publiſh'd the _ 

i; ins ___ racks 
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racle. The Thieves them- 
ſelves, apprehending leſt ſome 


ſevere Judgment ſhould befal 
them, to terriſy others, came 


penitently to the Martyrs: Al- 


tar: They confeſs'd their Sin, 
and warn'd all not to commit 
the like Treſpaſs. 

Behold a following Example 
yet more terrifying. A Meſ- 
ſenger being diſpatch*d by. a 
Chief Lord of that Country, 
to give his Neighbors timely 


notice of ſome approaching 


Danger from the Bordering 
Saxons (who continually car- 
ry'd on War againſt them) 
was way-laid by Thieves, and 
purſued to Saint Wenefride's 
Church, whither he fled, as to. 
afafe Sanctuary. The Expreſs. 

5 faſten d 
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faſten'd his Horſe near unto 
the Door, which they took 
away, not preſuming to pur- 
ſue him to the Altar, where he 
ſtood for refuge. After their 
Departure the Meſſenger came 
forth, and finding that the 
Horſe was carry*d off, he re- 
turn'd into the Church, and 
proſtrate, made a pious com- 
plaint before the Saints Altar; 
that he indeed had ſuſtain'd a 
conſiderable Loſs, but 'tWas 
ſhe who was highly injur'd: 
That the Authors of the Crime 
deſerv'd Exemplar Puniſh- 
ment, to the end others might 
be deterr'd from violating the 
Safety of her Sanctuary, and 
the Reverence due unto it. 
His Remonſtrance was accept- 

ed of by Divine Juſtice; for 


che 
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the Thief who had unty'd the 
Horſe, and had him in actual 
Poſſeſſion, was ſuddenly ſeized 
all over his Body with ſuch 
Extremity of Pains that he of- 
ten calPd on Death, to deli- 
yer him from the Torture. 
Aﬀer a few Days, his Right 
Arm (which was the Inftru- 
ment of his Sin) began to- 


ſwell, then to putrify, and 


fot in a loathfom manner. 


This Tribulation gave Under- 


ſtanding to him, who had 
neglected Conſcience in time of 
Health. Wherefore, he came 
to her Church, and begged 
with many Tears, the Saint's 
pardon for his Infolence, and 
the wrong he had done her.. 
He became a true Penitent, 
and this Humiliation fo much 


deſery'd. | 
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deſervd her Favour, that by 
degrees he was cured of his 
painful Ulcer. He prais'd God 

Me His Mercy, and Saint e. 
nefride for her Compaſſion, 
preaching, to others not to of- 
tend againſt the Sanctity of the 
Place, nor to give diſturbance 
to the Saint's Clients, who in 
Diſtreſſes run unto her for Suc- 


or. | als 
by Take another Inſtance, in a 
Paſſage which may ſeem of le(s 
moment. A Labourer pre- 
ſum'd to cut off for his own 
uſe, a Bough from an Old Oak 
rowing. near unto Guitherin 
e a which afforded 
2 convenient Shade to Devout 
Pilgrims, when the Concourſe 
was ſo great, that they were 
forced to remain without, and 
to 
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to pray under it. No ſooner 
had he ſtruck his Hatchet into 
the Bough, than *twas immo- 
veably fix*d there; and as Je- 
roboam's Hand wither'd, which 
he had ſtretch*d forth, to or- 
der the Apprehenſion of the 
Man of God, that he was not able 
to draw it back *; ſo this poor 
Man's Hand: and Arm cleav'd 
ſo faſt to the Handle of the 
Ax, that with all his Strength 
he was not able to' ſeparate 
them. He attempted often in 
vain to let go his hold, and fin- 
ding himſelt in that ſurpriſing 
Diſtreſs, he. cry*d out for Help 
and Aſſiſtance. Some Perſons. 
hard: by heard- his mournful 
Voice, and ran to the Place, 


admiring. at. the Wonder, 
They 
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They exhorted him to repent, 
and to beg the Saint's Pardon 
and Prayers, which he did, 
and at the ſame time they all 
cry*d out, Holy Wenefride, take 
pity on him] At theſe Words, 
his Hand and Arm were ſet at 
liberty, and were reſtor'd to 
their former Freedom, The 
Cut in the Branch was ſhewed 
to Robert, Prior of Shrewsbury, 
when he came to tranſlate her 
Sacred Reliques, of which I 
am going to gi 


ve an account, 
2 ©», uh, 0 of the Remo- 


In the Reign of King Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, a Chief 
Earl of his Court, call'd Roger, 
built a ſumptuous Monaſtery 
in Shrewsbary, to the Glory of 
God and the Beneſit of that 

| IF City, 
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* endowing the ſame with 
ſufficient Revenues. An Ab- 
e „ _ 
in ſettled, the n to la- 
ment the Want of Holy Re- 
ligues in their New Church, 
Which Wales was ſtor'd with 
mott abundantly, by reaſon 
that many Eminent Saints of 
Both Sexes, had formerly flou- 
riſh'd in thoſe Parts, renown'd 
tor Sanctity and the Grace of 
Miracles. Hereupon they be- 
gan to conſider and conſult, 
what Saint's Body might be 
obtain'd by them, to bring a 
Bleſſing upon the Religious Fa- 
mily. During this Delibera - 
tion, a Mount of their Mona- 
ſtery fell dangerouſly fick, and 
moreover was ſo diſtracted in 
mind, that his Brethren both 

in 
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in Shrewsbury and Cheſter, cea - 
ſed nor to recommend to Al- 


mighty God his Recovery. One 


Day, when the Vertuous Sub- 
Prior of Cheſter-Abbey, had en- 
ded his Prayer for the miſera- 
ble Creature, he dropp'd into 
an unuſual Sleep ; to wham a 
Woman appear'd in Glorious 
Attire, and faid; If you deſire 
the Sick Man's Health, let ane of 
Jon go, and-offer for him 4 Maſs, 
in the Chappel near unto Saint 
Wenetride's Well, and he will 
preſently recover : After which 
ſhe vaniſh'd out of his Sight. 
The Sab-Prior Radulphus 
(that was his Name) awak'd 
in great Amazement, but was 
backward in ſaying one Word 
of the Viſion, fearing that it 
would not find any credit. 
St f But 
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But when he heard that his 
Brothers Diſtemper grew 
more deſperate, Charity o- 
blig'd him to declare what he 
had ſeen. All the Religions 
were of opinion, that Saint 
Wenefride herſelf had given 
theſe directions. Wherefore 
they immediately diſpatch'd a- 
way, Two; of their Company; 
who celebrated Holy Maſs in 
her Chappel, and at that very 
time, as it was calculated, the 
Shrewsbary Monk was reſtor'd 
to perfect Health. On this ac+ 
count both he and the other 
Monks became more tenderly 
devoted to the Virgin- Martyr. 
Robertus Salopienſis ſpends 
Seven Chapters, in relating 
what methods were taken, 
that happy Succeſs wicht, an- 
wer 
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anſwer their zealous Intention. 
I Epitomiſe, yet will not omit 
any thing, which appears to 
me very material. The Abbot 
and Monks of Shremsbury per- 
ſiſted with great Conſtanc 

many Years, in their earne 

Deſires and fervorous Prayers, 
to obtain the Treaſure of Saint 
Wenefride's Sacred Reliques. 
In the Reign of King Henn the 
Firſt, a Grant was given of 
them, but by reaſon of many 
Commotions, after the King's 
Death in that Country, the 
Buſineſs was not effected till 
the Second Year of K. Stephen's 
Reign; when Abbot Herbert 
in a Conſult with his Monks, 
deputed Robert his Prior, and 
Richard, an eminent Mont of 
the fame Monaſtery, to pals 
| into 
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into Wales, to bring back with 


them the Reliques. 


To facili- 


tate the Matter, before their 
Departure ſeveral Letters were 
tranſmitted to Friends in thoſo 
Parts. They viſited in their 
Journey the Biſhop of Bangor, 


and were directed 


y him to a 


Principal Lord, who ruled in 
that Country where the Bleſ- 
ſed Body was kept. 


bleman under! 


The No- 


cauſe of their coming, enter- 
tain'd them courteouſly, and 
faid ; That doabtleſs GOD and 


the Holy MAR 


R has ſent 


you to tranſlate her Body, to « 
Place where *twill be more ho- 


nur d. I not only give my con- 
ſent, but J will ſend alſo ny Ser- 


vants to aft 


Were not I 
ra vvidably det ain d by Bu joe 
3 0 
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of Importance, I would preſume ty 
go with you in perſon, and with m/ 
«nworthy hands, I would deliver 
unto you thoſe Sacred Pledges of 
Sauctity. | 

This gracious Speech cheer'd 
up the ſollicitous Travellers, 
who were Seven in Number, 
viz, The Two Priors of 
Shrewsbury and Cheſter; Rich. 
ard the Monk; a Godly Prieit 
born in that Country, and 
Three Attendants, They ſet 
forward towards the Saint's Se- 
pulcher, and being come near 
unto Guitherin, t ey met 2 
Man, who caſt them into deje- 
"tion, but not into deſpair of 
Succeſs. He acquainted them 
in plain and politive. Terms, 

that the Inhabitants having 
intelligence of their Coming, 
bs an 
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and of their Intentions, were 
|| abſolutely reſolv'd to oppoſe 
| them : That no Favour, nor 
Fower of any Mortal, ſhould 
prevail with them to permit 

1 || their Chief Saint's Body, Pa- 
troneſs of their Country, to 
be carry'd away by Strangers. 
Theſe few Words did ſo 
much diſpirit them, that it 
ſeem'd neceſſary to have En- 
couragement from Heaven. 
Prior Robert lay conceal'd in a 
Farmer's Houſe, and ſent the 
Cheſter Prior and the other 
Prieſt to Guitherin, they being 
Men of Birth, and well 
of | known in that Country. Ro- 
im bert riſing up at his uſual time 
ac fo ſay Mattins, was certify*d by 
a Devout Man, who was one 
Jof his Company, how that 
G Night 
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Night a glorious Virgin had 
appear'd unto him, and had 
- order'd him to acquaint the ] 
anxious Prior, that he ſhould . 
proſperouſly effect the Affair p 
he came about, and by her 
means, whoſe Honor he had N 
eſpous'd. . Robert, ſomething 
comforted with this Relation, 
after finifhing Mattias fell into 
a Slumber, and ſeem'd to ſee a 
former Holy Abbot of his own 
Monaſtery, call'd Goafry 
who thus reviv*d him; Bani 
Fear, Brother Robert, of fail 
ing in your Deſign. Be of goui 
heart; for by God's Aſſiſtance w 
ſhall defeat thoſe who oppoſe u 
and we ſhall obtain what for ma 
Tears we have earneſtly deſir ls, 
„This was more than ſufficienfſ® B 
"Wo animate him in the proſeciſ t 
? t10 
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tion of his Journey, eſpecially 
the other Prior having ſent an 
Expreſs to haſten them for- 
ward, becauſe God had proſ- 
per'd their Undertaking. 
Being arriv'd early in the 
Morning at Gaitherin Church, 
8 


and having prayed ſome time 
1, before her Body, the Chief 
Prieſt of the Pariſh came unto 
them, who kindly faluted 
them. They humbly begg'd 
his charitable Aſſiſtance, of 
obtaining the Saint's Holy Re- 
ques, which he eaſily gran- 
oog ted them, as knowing before 
, nlttiey came, the Will of God. 
u For (ſaid he) on Eaſter Eve 
nan Let, I had 4 Viſion in this very 
Place. Compoſing my ſelf to reſt, 
ien: Beautiful Joumg Man appear d 
cel uto me, commanding me to ariſe. 
tio G 2 &; 
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I anſwer'd, that twas not yet the 
| Hour for Mattins; ſo he left me. 
Returning the ſecond time, whey 
1 was more oppreſs'd with Sleep, 
he bid me riſe, as before he had 
done; but being very heavy, Ire. 
plya that I would riſe in du 
time; and covering my Head with 
my Cloak, I return'd to Sleep. 
In the Third Viſit , he pull'd ang 
my Cloak with Violence, orderin 
me to follow him without Delay, 4 
I did, very much affrighted. H. 
led me to the Saint's Shrine, ani 
pointing at it with his Finge 
Jaid, Note well this Place 
and alſo my Words. I dt 
command thee, that if ſom 
Months hence, Perſons com 
to open this Sepulcher, an 
to carry away with them tit 
Saint's Body, that-thou n 70 
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der them not in their Holy 
Deſign, but aſſiſt them to the 
utmoſt of thy power; leſt by 
reſiſting, thou be puniſh'd (as J 
foretel thee) for thy Diſobedi- 


ence, by ſome irremediable 


Sickneſs. After this the Angel 
vaniſh*d away. 

The Good Paſtor was not 
wanting to his intimated Du- 
ty. He diſpoſed the Owners 
of -the Village to acquieſce in 
the. Will of God, and order'd 
the Pariſhioners to repair to 
the Church. Prior Robert ſee- 
ing ſuch a numerous Aſſembly, 
ſpoke unto them by an Inter- 
preter, in this manner; I and 
my Companions are come hithey: by 
Divine Appointment, to obtain of 


you Saint Wenefride's Body, 


that it may be honour d in our City 
tm 2 and 
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and Monaſtery, Both which are 
much 3 unto ber. The 
Virgin her ſelf (as jour Paſtor here 
preſint el, bath by 77 ſions 
manifeſted her Will; and ſhe can- 
not but be aiſpleaſed with thoſe, 
who are ſo bold as to contraditt 
what ſbe deſires ſhould be done. 
Great attention was given to 
what he ſaid, and they ſeem'd 
much inclin'd to grant the 
Pious Requeſt; One Man = 
oppos'd the Motion, and wit 
a clamorous Voice declar'd, 
That they ſhould never be de- 
priv'd, * his Conſent, of ſo 
great a Treaſure: that the 
Saint had lived holily, and de- 
parted in that Place; her Re- 
liques were now honour'd by 
them, as they had been by 
their Auceſtors, and that A! 
| | mighty 
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mighty God had approv'd 
of the Peoples Devotion at 
her Shrine, by frequent Mi- 
racles. This Man was of an 
avaritious Temper, and mo- 
ved to be ſo violent, not out 
of a Motive of Piety, but 
Lucre. However after man 
Conſultations, at laſt, they all 
unanimouſly conſented, that 
Saint Menefride's Body ſhould 
be delivered to the Monks, to 
be tranſlated to Shrewsbary. 
The Prior, and his Com- 
panions, return'd their moſt 
humble thanks, and without 
looſing time, delir'd to enter 
the Holy Je, where the Saint's 
Shrine had been viſited for 
many Ages, by devout Pi. 
grims. Robert with his Com- 
pany being come before the 
725 1 Sacred 


128 The Life of 


Sacred Reliques, ſung joyfully 
to Almighty God Pſalms of 
Thankſgiving. They wrapp'd 
up decently her Bones in the 
Fineſt Linnen, which was 
brought ” them on that ac- 
count ; and after a Repetition 
of grateful Expreſſions to the 
Paſtor and to the Inhabitants, 
they proceeded that Night to- 
wards Shropſhire. In the wa 
homeward they cured a Sic 
Man, who was tortur'd with a 
violent Diſtemper, by puttin 
into Water a little of the Eart 
found in Saint Wenefrides 
Head, and cauſing him to 
drink of it. This evident Mi- 
racle increaſed Veneration to 
thoſe Sacred Religues, 
Prior Robert gave timely no- 
- tice. to his Abbot, that they 
. 
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were near at hand with-the 
defired Treaſure, and he re- 
cetv'd orders to depoſite the 
ſame in-Saint Gzles's Church, 
which ſtood near unto the 
Gate of the City, to the end 
that the Body might be 
brought to the. Monattery in 
greater Splendor, by a ſolemn 
Proceſſion of the Biſhop, Cler- 
155 and People. During its 
— there, Monts were appoin- 
by turns, to pray Day and 
Night before the Altar, on 
which the Virgin's Bones were 
expoſed. Multitudes of the 
Citizens of Shrewsbary join'd 
with them in prayer, and mu- 
tually congratulated each 
other for the erte of ſo 
potent a Patroneſs. Saint We- 
nefride was not backward in re- 
5 1 quiting 


130 The Liſe of 


quiting this devout Eatertain- 


ment, ſhewing by ſeveral Mi- 

racles, how acceptable the 

famewas unto her. The Fol- 

l one is very remarka- 
e. 

A Young Man had lain lon 

in a miſerable Condition; ho 


his Limbs were ſo contracted, 


that he could not point a Foot, 
. and his. Head fo much ſettled 

downwards towards his Knees, 
that he could not force it up- 
wards, to lift an Eye to Hea- 
ven. He deſir'd to be carry d 
to Saint Gzles's Church, and to 
be ſet down before the Altar, 
on which ſtood the Sacred Re- 
liques. He ſpent that Night 


in Prayer, begging of God, 


the Merits and Interceſſion 
Saint Wenefride, that he 
* 5 might 
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might be heal'd. Towards 
Morning he dropp'd into a 
Slumber, and before the Prieſt 
came to celebrate the Firſt 
Maſs, he awak'd, and found 
himſelf perfectly cured. This 
aſtoniſh'd the whole City, ſee- 
ing him to walk as readily as a- 
„ny of the Inhabitants: 

A Day being appointed by 
the Biſbop, to convey the Sa- 

eliq 


5 
a 
„ | cred ues from St. Giles's. 
„Church to the Monaſtery ; 
notice was given both to Town. 
d and COT: and withal, that 
o fſuch who aſſiſted, or were pre- 
„ ſent at the Proceſſion, would 
e- not only receive the Biſhop's. 
it Bleſſing, but alſo would gain 
d, ¶ Iadulgences, granted on the ac- 
count of the Solemnity. The 
e Univerſal Fame of — | 
8 8 and 
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and Saint Menefride's Sanctity, 
drew together a Throng of 
People, who appear'd in their 

Beſt Apparel. to. honour that 
joyful Day. A little before 
the Proceſſional March, the 
Sky frown'd with dark heavy 
Clouds, and threaten'd im- 
mediate Rain: This Storm, 
mer to fall, contriſtated very 
much all devoted to the 
Saint, as foreſeeing that many 
would withdraw themſelves. 
The Clergy and Moxks beſought 
earneſtly the Omuipotent Diſpo- 
fer of all Times and Seaſons, 
that He would pleaſe to grant 
Dry Weather, for His. own 
Honour, and of His Spouſe, 
and for the Conſolation of the 
Congregated People, at leaſt 
1 1 
Salopienſ. Lib, I. Caps T7777 


til 
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until the Proceſſion was en- 


ded. Their Prayers were 


heard ſo effectually, that altho? 
violent Showers power*'d down 
in other Parts of the City, 
and adjacent Fields, not One 


ſingle Drop fell into any Street 


through. which the Bleſſed 
Body was to paſs. The thick 
Clouds hover'd, and hung o- 
ver their Heads, as gather'd 
on purpoſe to bring Saint 
Wenefride miraculouſly, to 


her New Poſſeſſion of the 


Holy Benedictin Monaſtery. 
The Streets were. lin'd 

with an incredible Concourſe 

of Devout People, who on 


their Knees ſhed Fears of Joy 
0 


as the Body paſſed by, for fo 
great a Bleſſing: Theſe were 
the tender Showers, which fell 
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in thoſe Streets, excepted by 
— N os — 4 
and Prieſis, brought t 
Reliques to the Monaſter If 
which were reverently receiv'd 
from them by the Abbot and his 
Monks, as ineſtimable Jewels. 
They were magnificently pla- 
ced upon the High. Altar, 
which was. dedicated to the 
Holy Apoſtles Saint Peter and 
Saint Paul, where many Mi- 
racles were wrought for the 
help and benefit of Souls and 
Bodies. Ihe Name of God be 
4is'd for ever and ever. 

Hitherto I have follow'd 
Robertus Salopienſis, who tran- 
flated Saint Wenefride's Body 
from Guitherin to Shrewsbury, in 
the Year of oyr Redemption, 

| Eleven 
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—_ Hundred, Thirty, and 
7 . | | | 

ot only. this City, but 
likewiſe other Parts of Great 
Britain became moſt tenderly 
devoted to the Holy Virgin- 
Martyr, which induced Henn 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, in. 
a Provincial Synod in 1420, to 
appoint: the Feaſt. of Saint We. 
nefride to be ſolemnly kept all. 
over England with an Office- 
of Nine Leſſons on the Third 
Day of November X. 

Tis aſtoniſhing, and like. 
wiſe deplorable, to hear ſome 
Perſons decrying Miracles, and 
ridiculing them with ſo great 
boldneſs, and Contempt, that 
in defpite of Holy mag” of 


ks. Lindewode, Fol. 75, Alford. An 
1138. | | [EY 


| 


126 be Liſe of 
the Church, and Religious 


Writers, they repreſent Jeſus 
Chriſt as One Unfithful to fl 
Solemn Promiſe to Future A- 
ges, and they obſtinately 


maintain, that all Miracles had 


a full period aſter the Apoſtles 
Preaching. They aſſent with- 
out Heſitation to Pagan Pla. 
tarch, Tacitus, or Suetonius, but 
demurr, and doubt of the Au- 


thority of that Eminent Saint 


and Learned Dactor, Saint 
John Chryſaſtome, who wrote a 
whole Book on the Subject of 
Miracles * ; whence he.infers, 


- againlt the wiltul Heathens, 


that Chriſt is. God, Who works 
ſuch Wonders by the dry Aſhes 
of His Followers. The Mira- 
cles regiſter d by St. Auguſtin, 
| . 


* 


* I. de Babyla, I. 
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his Book of rhe City of God; thoſe 
of Venerable Bede in his Eceleſia- 
I ſtical Hiſtory; what St. Jerome 
ſays of Saint Paul the Firſt 
Hermit, and Saint Hilarion; 
and Saint Gregory the Great in 
his Dialogues, are Matter of 
Mirth to theſe profane Drolls. 
They don't attend what Maſter 
they ſeek to pleaſe, by imita» 
ting the obdurate Jews, Who, 
to diſcredit the Miracles of the 
Son of Goa, ave them a mali 
cious turn, ſaying, 1» Beelze- 
bub Prince of Devils, He caſts 
out Devils X. 

Our invincible Heroine, the 
Glorious Virgin-Martyr, Saint 
Wenefride, has not met with 
kinder quarter : For after the 
Plunder of her rich —_ 

a 


8 * St, Luke, i. 15. 
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and the Scattering of her Bleſ- 
ſed Bones, her admirable Liſe 
mult be liſted with the Monkiſþ 
Legends; her evident Miracles 
are Fabulous Narratives; and 
the ſtupendious Cures wrought 
at her Well, are nothing elſe 
but the experienc'd Effects of 
a Cold Bath. To the greater 
Honor of God, Who has ho. 
nor'd this Saint to a wonderful 
degree, I will inſtance a few 
Late Miracles, and refer it to 
the truly Chriſtian Reader, 
whether the Watry Element 
could influence ſuch uncommon 
Changes. I will not travall 
further back than the Laſt 
Age, leſt it be objected, that 
many things areaflerted, hap- 
pening long ago, which may 
rationally be disbeliev'd, but 
| cannot 
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cannot be diſproved. The O- 
riginal Atteſtations at this mo- 
ment lie before me; and where 
I do not abbreviate (ſome 
Cures being worded after a 
prolix manner, as to Circum- 
ſtances) I will deliver what I 
offer, in the very Expreſſions of 
the Authentick Records. They 
are taken from Eye-Witneſles, 
who were Perſons of tender 
Conſcience and nice Honor, 
ſometimes given in under their 
own Hand- Writing. 

In the Year of our Lord God 
One Thouſand, Six Hundred, 
and Six, Sir Roger Bodenham, 
Knight of the Honorable Or- 
der of the Bath, after a tedious. 
Quartan Ague, had a groſs 
Humor ſettled in his Legs, 
which ſoon after broke out into 

„0 an 
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an apparent Leproſy. He made 
uſe of many Able Phyſicians, 
but depended moſt on Doctor 
John David Rhes, a Cambro- 
Britain, who commenced Do- 
Ctor at Sienna, profeſs'd Phy- 
ſick at Padua, was Practitioner 
in divers Parts of 1aly, and af. 
terwards in England. He was 
near Sixty Years of Age when 
Sir Roger conſulted him. This 
Learned Man ran thro? all Re- 
medies that Concern: could 
ſuggeſt, or Art deviſe, with- 
out any Succeſs or Eaſe to the 
Knight. He therefore adviſed 
him to lay the Caſe before the 
College of Phyſicians in Lon- 
don, Which was ſtated very 
faithfully and learnedly hy the 
aforeſaid Rhes, and was Car- 
ry'd up by Mr. Thomas Beale, 
Steward 
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Steward of Sir Roger's Courts. 
The College at London bein 
y conven'd, the Caſe was rea 
and debated, as alſo the Pra- 
ice and Preſcriptions of Do- 
: Qtor Rhes, which Beale deli- 
y ver'd to them in Writing. They 

wrote back to Sir Roger their 
Opinion, that his Phyſician had 

hit right on his Diſeaſe, and 
L had apply'd proper Remedies 
for a Cure, that he was a Per- 
| ſonſo eminently Learned, that 
| they acknowledg'd themſelves 
/ his Inferiors, he having been 
Reader to moſt of them; and 
| it the Method he took, had 
| no effect, there was not in na- 
ture any Cure for him. The 

Knight found not any ſatisfacti- 

on by the Anſwer, which was 
penned to the Commendation 
of 
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of his Phyſician. Doctor Rhes 
being a Roman Catholick, advi- 
ſed his Patient to remove to 
Saint Wenefride's Well, to try, 
whether by the Saint's Inter- 
ceſſion, he might not obtain a 
Cure, which was not in the 
power of Art to effect. He 
acquainted him with the Holi- 
neſs of the Place, and what 
Miraculous Favors were there 
obtain'd. Sir Roger, extreme- 
ly deſirous of Health, _ 
his Phyſician, and undertook a 
painful Journey, full Seventy 
Eight Britiſh Miles, from Ro- 


therwas to Holy Well. He bath- | 


ed himſelf in the Miraculous 
Fountain, and became as ſound 
and clean from all Scurt and Le- 
proſy, 45 4 Child newly born, and 
afterwards continued fo. This 
happen'd 
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happen'd providentially ; for as 
Naaman, Captain General of 
Syria, was directed to waſh in 
the River Jordan, which com- 
leated a Twofold Cure, of 
his Soul as well as of his Bo- 
dy *. In like manner the Le- 
per, Sir Roger, came to waſh in 
the Stream of Holy Mell: He 
was not at that time a Catho- 
lick; but the Miraculous Cure, 
with other Motives of Credi- - 
| bility, induced him to em- 
, BE brace the True Faith, and he 
was reconciled to the Church 
of Chriſt; he rendred thanks 
and praiſes to Almighty God, 
for both theſe Favors. Be- 
ſides this relation, which Sir 
Roger gave to the Lady his 
Wite, and to his Daughter in 
* 4 Kings, v. TEIN 
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Law, Wite to his Eldeſt Son, 
Mrs. Mary Bodenham : There 
were other Witneſſes, the a- 
foreſaid Thomas Beale, William 
Creen and his Wife, Richard 
Bray, John Henley, and many 
more Attendavts on Sir Roger 

Bodenham. | 
The Omnipotent is more glo- 
rify'd in His Saints, by be. 
ting Supernatural Effects to 
their humble Petitions before 
His Sacred Throne, than to 
Natural Cauſes. Some Unbe: 
lievers (if H. Scripture had not 
declar'd otherwiſe) might aſ- 
cribe the Wholeſomeneſs of the 
Waters of Jericho, to an Oc- 
cult, Sudden, and Subterrane- 
ous Quality and Alteration, 
rather than to the Prophet Eli- 
eus's Miracle, by caſting Salt 
into 
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into the Fountain K. Wor- 
ſhippers of the Great God have 
different Sentiments, as will 
appear by the following Rela- 
tion. In the Month of De- 


Lord, One Thouſand, Six 
Hundred, and Thirty Seven, 


Mr. John Wakeman, of Rou- 
gley, in the Pariſh of Horſham, 
and the County of Suſſex, was 
tormented with a Sore Breaſt; 
and having uſed all probable 
means for a Cure, ſhe found 
no eaſe or proſpect of growing 
better. The Ableſt Surgeons 
concluded; that unleſs her 


„not any other way to relieve 
her, neither would they by 


* 4 Reg. ii. 19. 


cember, and the Year of our 


Mrs. Jane Wakeman, Wife to 


Breaſt was cut off, there was . 


It H that 
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- that Operation give aſſurance 
of a Recovery, for they veri- 
ly believ'd that her Breaſt was 
Incurable, and to attempt the 
Amputation might haſten on 
the Gentlewoman's Death. 
They declar'd this to her 
Friends, but encourag'd her 
with better Hopes. Mrs. 
Wakemaz regarded not their O- 
pinion, with which ſhe was 
privately acquainted, but re- 
ſolv'd to have recourſe to Hea- 
ven, and to undertake a Pil- 
grimage to Saint Wenefride's 
Well in Hlimſpire. She began 
her journey from London in the 
Month of Jaze, One Thou- 
ſand, Six Hundred, and 'Thir- 
ty Eight, accompany'd by her 
aid Husband; Mr. Richard 


Wakeman, his Brother ; and 
| ONC 
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one Francis Naſh. She had at 
that time Two great Holes in 
her Breaſt under the Left Pap, 
which were ſeen both by Ca- 
tholicks and Proteſkants. When 
ſhe came into Worceſterſbire, to 
2 Place call'd Beeley, ſhe left 
there behind her all her Salves 
and Ointments, having a ſtrong 
Faith and Hopes in Almighty 
God's Mercy, and in the Pray- 
ers of Bleſſed Saint Wenefride, 
that ſhe would not have any 
further occaſion of uſt 

them. She only apply'd Clean 
Linnen, to keep her Breaſt 
ſweet; for the Corruption 
burſt out in ſo great quantities, 
that it forced its way thro? ma- 
ny Folds, and ran down into 
her very Shoes. Her Breaſt 
left off running at her Firſt 
H 2 Bathing 
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Bathing in the Holy Well: She 
ſtayed One Night only in that 
Town, but went thrice into 
the Fountain; and from the 
very Inſtant of finiſhing her 
Devotions, to her Dying Day, 
which was Five Years after, 
ſhe never found any pain in 
that Breaſt, nor any Sore, or 
Sign thereof, except a Little 
Seam, to ſhew the Place where 
the Two Holes were miracu- 
louſly cloſed up. She bore af. 
terwards Three Children, and 
in drying up her Milk, found 
that Breaſt leaſt troubleſome, 
which before had been ulcer'd. 
I have this Account in Mr. 
Wakeman's Hand Writing, 
which he gave, asa perpetual 
Teſtimony of the Favor, and 
alſo of the Paſſage which fol- 
lows. In 
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In the Year One Thouſand, 
Six Hundred, and Thirty, the 
aforeſaid Mr. Wateman of Rou- 
gley, &c. being at Holy Wel, ſaw 
a Man lying Dead, hard by the 


Well it ſelf. This Profane 


Wretch, the Day before, had 
much derided and ſcoffed at 
Bleſſed Saint Wenefride, who 
ſufter'd a glorious Marhrdom in 
defence of her Virginity: He 
alſo gave Abuſive and Uncivil 
Language, in the preſence of 
Mr. Maleman, to the Pilgrims 
who came thither to perform 
their Devotions. The Coroner 
was. call'd, a Jury impanell'd, 
and the Body was view'd; 
After mature Deliberation they 
ave in this Verdict; That 
God's Tuit Judgment was the 
Cauſe of his. Death, for his unci- 
54 H 3 vil. 
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wil Carriage in that Place. 
Thus Mr. Waleman an Eye- 
Witneſs. I could add here the 
Names of ſuch, who in the 
Year One Thouſand, Six Hun- 
dred, and Thirty Seven, or- 
der*d the Image of Saint Wene- 
fride to be defaced, and the I- 
ron Bars to be taken away, 
which ſupported the Pious 
Viſitants in the rapid Stream; 
how both he Who commanded 
it, and thoſe who executed his 
Orders, contrary to the perſua - 
ſion of ſeveral moderate Prote- 
fauts, were ſhortly after ex- 
emplarly puniſh'd by Uncom- 
mon Misfortunes and Diſa- 
ſters. Moreover, had I not 
confin'd my ſelf to the Laſt 
Century, I could mention 
Precedents, more than ſuffici- 
+ ent, 
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eat, to caution Perſons from 
. being too forward in their 
: Contempts of Saint Henefride 
e and her Well, which is ſome- 
times ſeverely taken notice of 
8 by Him, who has ſaid, He that 
touches you, toucheth the Apple of 
3 *. = let ryan 
rom this Digre if it ma 
be call'd ſo. 1 f 
The Infinite Wiſdom of God 
thinks fit. not to work Mira- 
cles by the Interceſſion of His 
Sxints, in all Places, nor to- 
wards all Perſons, but as it 
_ Him . The greateſt 
onders are wrought at Saint 
Wenefride's Well, but ] relate 
here a Cure at a great diſtance, 
which tends much to the Glory 
of our Saint. In the Mont 
H 4 =. 2 
Fach. ii, 8. + S. Aug. Epiſt. 137. 
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of June, and the Year of our 
Lord, One Thouſand, Six 
Hundred, and Forty Seven, 
the Wife of — Clec, Gardi- 


ner in the Suburbs of the Cit 

- of Worcefter, being Diſeaſed, 
undertook on foot a journey to 
Holy Well, hoping to find there 
the recovery of her Health. 
Paſſing thro* Nidderminſter, in 
her way to Flintſhire, ſhe call'd 
at her Couſin Aut hon) Cooke's 
Houſe. Having refreſh'd her 
- felt, ſhe acquainted her Couſin 


with the Occaſion of this her 


Pilgrimage. The long Dit 
courſe on the Subject of Holj 
Hell, was overheard by a Sick 
Woman, who lay in the Next 
Room. This poor Creature 
had continued Bedrid Six or 
Seven Years; ſhe was always 

| 1 
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Lame, and had been put upon 
the ſaid Cook (who was a Lin- 


nen Weaver) to be maintain'd 
at the Charge of the Pariſh. 


Juſt as the Pilgrim was taking 
leave, and _ to ſet for- 


wards, the. Bedrid Woman 


cry'd out to ſpeak: with her: 
The Buſineſs was this; She 
deſir'd her for the: Paſſion of 
Chriſt, to carry for her a Single 
Penny (which ſhe gave her) 
to Holy Well, and to beſtow. it 
on the Firſt Poor Body ſhe 
there happenꝰd to meet, hum- 
bly deſiring that Party to go 


into the Well for her, and to 


pray that ſhe might have the 
uſe of her Limbs. This was 
promis'd and perſorm'd. 
The Poor Widow's Two. 
Mites, caſt into the Treaſury 
3 H- 5 or 


4 
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of the Temple, were fo accepta- 
ble to the Searcher of Hearts, 
that He declar*d She had given 
wore thay all together x. For it 
was her Whole Perſonal E- 
ſtate. The opulent Scribes and 
Phariſees might fling in Hand- 
fuls of Gold, they found no 
want; this Poor Creature be- 
ftow*d on her God, what feem'd 
neceſſary to relieve her ſelt, per- 
chance ſhe ſaying at the ſame 
time with a flaming Heart, 
Lord I Ia Miftre ow the Two 
Worlds, as I am of theſe Two Mites, 
they ſbould be employ'd to Tour Ho- 
zor. S. Wenefride accepted the 
Single Penny ſent to her Well, 
with ſo great Faith and Devoti- 
on; *twasall the Bedrid Woman 
had to preſent her with. 
| "5 Clec's. 
luke xxi. 3. | | 
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Clec's Wife having remain'd at 
her Journey's End Six or Seven 
Days, return'd homewards, 
and coming to Kyidderminſter, 
ſhe call'd at her Couſin Cooke's 
Houſe, where to her great aſto- 
niſhmeat, ſhe ſaw the Lame, 
Bedrid Woman, perfectly re- 
cover'd, and inquiring at what 

time ſhe became ſound, twas 

computed, that on that Day, 
and the very Hour, when the 
Sexgle Penny was deliver'd at 
Holy Well, the Bedrid Woman 
aroſe, walk' d round the Houſe, 
and abroad, to the Admiration 
of the whole Pariſh. This. 
Miraculous Change at fo great 
diſtance, could not be the Pro- 
duct of a Cold Bath. This 
2 was diligently exa- 
min'd by Mr. James * 
SE Who 
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who had Anthony Cooke and 
Cilec's Wife before him, who 
both: atteſted the. Truth. of 
what 1s here related. In Te- 
ſtimony whereof Mr. Bridges 
recorded the ſame in his own 
Hand Writing. This was the 
worthy Gentleman, who be- 
ing Sheriff of Worceſter pro- 
claim'd there the King in the 
Year 1651, for which he 
ſuffer d much from the Re- 
bels, and with difficulty eſca- 
ped the Gallows. 
A languiſhing Patient, per- 
lexes. the Phyſician, and Di- 
— radicated from Infan- 
cy, cauſes him to fling aſide 
his Books, and to diſmiſs the 
hopes of a Cure. This ſeem'd 
the Caſe of Mrs. Mary Mu- 
man, Wife of Mr. Hugh Nu. 


man, 


PTR — 


„5 A. 2. 


Saint Wenefride, 1 57 
man, Who was Clerk to Sir Je- 
remy Smith, then Captain of 
one of His Majeſty's Men of 
War. At Five Years of age, 
by an Ague and Fever, { 

was reduced to that Lameneſs 
and Impotence, that for the 
term of Eighteen Years. ſhe 
was not able to ſtand or point 
a Foot to the Ground: Her 
Arm Bones were ſo much out 


of their natural places, that 


one reach'd over, and interfer*d 
with the other, and the Bones 
of her Legs were ſo diſlocated, 
that they extendedſome Inches 
behind thoſe of the Thighs. 
Being in this miſerable condi- 
tion, and having conſiderable. 


Friends at Court, ſhe made her 


application and addreſs unto 
them. By their Intereſt, — 


* 


15 8 The Life of 

had the opinion of all the 
King's Phyſicians, who de- 
clar d, that naturally {he was 
incurable, Hereupon ſhe was 
touch'd by the M, but it 
pleas'd God not to reſtore her 
to Health. She was Two 
Summers and One Winter at 
the Bath in Sommerſetſhire, and 
at other Places in Exgland Fa- 
mous for Cures, as alſo at 
Three Wells in Scotland; altho? 
ſhe could not make any other 
ſhift for her ſelf, than with 
great Difficulty and Pain, 
to crawl a little upon her 
Knees. She was carry'd into 
France, and was put thrice into 
the Second Grape-Preſs, in di- 
vers Parts of that Kingdom. 
She was touch'd at Paris by the 
French King: In Flanders * - 
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ſited Sichem and other Places of 
Devotion; ſhe was Eighteen 
Weeks at 470 rane: In Hol- 
land ſhe had the Advice of an 
Italian Prince, Famous for his 
Skill in Phyſick. To be brief, 
ſhe was conducted to the Baths 
in Portwal; all which Jour- 
neys were for the moſt part at 
the Ning of Emplani's Ex- 
pence, but not to any Effect or 
Alteration in the Crip 
*Tis true, ſhe had been for- 
merly twice. at Saint Wene- 
fride's Well, without any A- 
mendment, yet had an earneſt 
deſire and ſtrong impulſe to 
make a Third Pilgrimage: She 
was —— 9 met 

ing Thoughts, awake 
— ſleeping. Wherefore, to- 
wards. the Latter End of May, 
* 5 
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in the Year, One Thouſand; 
fand, 4 . * Sixty 
Six, ſhe began her Journey 
from Landon, and arriv'd — 
Holy Well on Wedneſday in Whit- 


. ſon Week, being the Sixth Day 


of June, in the ſame Lear. 
Going into the Holy Fountain, 
ſhe immediately felt (with 
much Pain) her Bones to 
move, and draw to their 
right Places; ſo that by the 
Help of others, namely Mrs. 
Degg of Wolverhampton (who 
with Mr. Paling her Kinſman, 
and other Pilgrims of Stafford- 
ſhire, were at that time in the 
Well) ſhe was able to ſtand up- 
on her Feet, which ſhe had not 
done before (as is already ſaid) 
for 18 Years,and to walk a little 
in the Water. On Trinity Sunday = 
N e 
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ſhe went the fifth time into the 
Well, and afterwards walk'd 
without any Help of others, 
and on Weaneſday following ſhe 
undertook a journey towards 
Ireland. This Miracle was at- 
teſted, with all the recited Par- 
ticulars, by her ſelf, in the 
preſence of John Hughes de 
Combe and Robert Price de Ael 
ducha, as Witneſſes to her Su 
ſcription. If the Cola Bath had 
an occult vertue to reſtore her 
Limbs, it had been needleſs to 
return a third time, being the 
former Viſits ſeem'd to be 
made in vain. She had heard 
of Saint Beano's Prediction, 
concerning a Third Payment 
of Devotion at that Place, and 
complying, ſhe was. bleſſed 
with the ſurpriſing Cure.. RY, 
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On the Fourth of April, One 
Thouſand, Six Hundred, and 
Sixty Six, about Five of Clock 
in the Afternoon, Hugh the 
Son of Thomas Wiliams, of the 
Pariſh of Mhitford in the 
County of Hlint Yeoman, a 
Boy of Eight Years and Nine 
Months old, having a Body 
of juſt Proportion in each Part 
to the Height of his Stature, 
which was Four Foot, and 
playing with one of his School- 

lows near the Mill, which 
ſtands but at a little diſtance 
from the Holy Fountain, he 
attempted to skip over the 
Water, but came of the 
other Side, and dropp'd into 
the Current, where tis moſt 
impetuous, Three Yards from 
the Great Water: Wheel, and 
— | | was 
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was immediately carry d out of 
Sight. The Standers by gave 
him for loſt, as prudently ſup- 
poſing, that beſides the evident 
Danger of drowning, he would 

be cruſh'd to death : For be- 
twixt the Wheel and the Paved 
Bottom ofthe Channel under it, 
thereis not theſpaceof Twoln- 
ches, yet he was ſuddenly con- 
vey d into the Ditch beyond 
the aforeſaid — — 18 
Companion ſeeing the fad Ac 
cidens; amd knowing nothing 


of his Safety, raisd a Mourn- 


ful Loud Cry, which fo + 
larm'd the — and Forty 
Scholars, that they all ran out 
of School, to learn the Occaſion 
of it. The Miller alſo, and o- 
thers, were in the ſame fright; 

but one Milliam Bowen, who. 
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was ſtanding with an Angling 
Rod Four Yards below the 
Wheel, eſpy'd him. endeavou- 
ring to creep out of the Ditch, 
and complaining that he had 
loſt his Shoe. The Boy was 
taken into a Houſe, and that 
moment a Surgeon was call'd : 
His Body being examin'd, the 
Youth was found. not to have 
receiv'd any Cruſh or Contuli- 
— except a little Skin ruffled 
off one Ancle, as a Mark to 
declare what would have be- 
come of him, if he had not 

been miraculouſly preſerv'd. 
Cornelius, the Son of John 
Nicholas, of the Pariſh of Tre- 
maine, in the County of Cardi- 
60 on — Mi * diſtant 
from Cardigan Town, being a 
Young. Man of . 
ears 
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Years of age, both Fatherleſs 
and Motherleſs, entred into 
Service with his Aunt. On the 
One and Twentieth of Decem- 
ber, One Thouſand, Six Hun- 
dred, and Seventy Three, a 
little before Night, he was 
ſtruck with ſo great a Weak- 
neſs by a ſudden Blaſt, fin- 
ding racking Pains from his 
Knees downwards, that he 
was not able to go or ſtand. 
Several Remedies were uſed, 
as Ointments, Plaiſters, Cut- 
ting and Lancing about the 
Toes and Ancles, to the very 
Bones. They continued this 
Method till towards Eaſter, 
but finding them inſignificant, 
and that they were rather pre- 
judicial to him, *twas reſolv'd 
to convey him to Saint Wene- 

| 1 fride's 
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fride's Well. His Relations 
were Indigent, and having no 
other means, he was recom- 
mended to the Charity of 
Good People, from Door to 
Door, on a Hand-Barrow. 


The Welſb diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves from other Nations, b 
a Cheerfulneſs in aſſiſting thoſe 
in great Neceſſity: They knew 
whither the Cripple was to be 
carry'd, and on what account, 
therefore they lent helping 
hands, that he might finiſh a 
Journey of — iles. He 
was brought to Hoh Mell on the 
Eleventh of June, and early 
Next Morning was — into 
the Fountain, being Friday in 
Whitſon-week. No ſooner was 
he in the Water, than he found 
himſelf perfectly 9 

e 
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he walk'd in the Well, out of 
it, and ever after continued in 
good health, to the admira- 
tion of all thoſe, who had been 
Spectators of his former miſe- 
rable Condition. Glory be to 
Cod, Who is Wonderful in His 
Saints. ee 
It carries a ſort of Demon- 
ſtration for Miracles, when 
thoſe who obſtinately oppoſe 
them, are conftrain'd to own 
them. Amongſt the reſt, per- 
chance there are none more po- 
ſitive in their Erroneous Opini- 
ons, than thoſe Men calPd 
Quakers. They deny abſolute- 
ly the Divine Efficacy of Bap- 
tiſmal Water, but the flowing 
Fountain of Saint Wenefride 
prevaiPd with Roger Whet 
to renounce his Hereſy, and by 


Holy 


168 TheLifeof 
Holy Baptiſm to become a de- 
vout Chriſtian Catholick. This 
Roger by Education a Quaker, 
by Profeſſion a Taylor, dwel- 
lng in Sidmore, within the Pa- 
riſh of Bromeſgrave, in Mor- 
ceſterſbire, at Lixty Years of 
age, was viſited with a violent 
Infirmity, which diſabled him 
to ſuch a degree, that he could 
not feed himſelf. He was con- 
fin'd to his Bed Seventeen 
Weeks, after which he found 
an Abatement of the ſevere 
Pains, which before ran 
through his whole Body. He 
was ſo weak, when able to 
riſe, that he could not put his 
hand to any Work, but halt- 
ing on Crutches, he begged 
his bread, from Door to Door. 
Having continued Three Tears = 

| this 
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this fad Miſery, he was told by 
2 Flintſhire Man, dwelling in 
his Neighborhood, that at a 
Place in his Country, call'd 
Wenefride's Well, great num- 
bers of Lame Perſons, and 
Difeas'd, were frequently, at- 
ter a miraculous manner, re- 
_ to RR 1 ——— 
the Quaker's Mind, f 
by a better Spirit thas com- 
monly guided him, that the 
Lord would help him at that 
Fountain. In this he was fo 
confident, that not the leaſt 
Doubt occurr*d tothe contrary. 
Wherefore, in the Year. One 
Thouſand, Six Hundred, and 
dixty Seven, he began his jour- 
ney on Crutches, attended by 
a Young Girl, his Daughter; 
and. after * Days Travel, 

c 


came as it were in a Trance 
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he came to Holy Well about 
Noon, on the Twenty Eight! 
Day of Augu#t, in the aforeſaid 
Lear. He could not be indu 
ced to waſh in the Well, that 
had a ſmattering of Poper 
and Supeſtition, but ſitting at 
the Side of it, he drank One 
Cup of the Water, and he be 
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returding to himſelf, he defir'c 
another Diſh of the ſame Wa 
ter, and having drunk it of 
he threw away Both hi 
Crutches, and found himſe 
frangely, ſuddenly, and perfect. 
cured. He walk'd round th 
Mell, dropping many Tears « 
Joy, to join the Stream of thaſleſ 
Miraculous Spring. The Poſalr 
wer and Goodneſs of Sainf lar 
Menefrides Heavenly | Spouſ Fi. 
H | place} © 
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placed the Miracle out of the 
thi] reach of Cavil and Diſpute, by 
id] healing an Old Cripple in a mi- 
u gute, with Two Draughts of 
ad Water. Another higher Cure 
rl was wrought in the Soul of 
a this Quaker; for giving atten- 
nd] tion to the Inſpirations of the 
e Holy Gho#, and an impartial 
e Near to the Motives of Belief, he 
r<embraced the Roman Catholick _ 
ral Faith. He and his Son (Ele- 
off ven Years of age) received tlie 
hig Holy Sacrament of Baptiſm; 
ſell at which rhe greateſt QualiFf | 
Jof that County were pleaſed to 
th ſtand Patrines. 0 
Were it not tooffer a need- 
hafieſs Repetition of what is ſaid 
Pofjalready, I would ſet down at 
infJlarge the Atteſtation of Robert 
H, a moſt rigid Quater, 
ce 12 which 
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which lies now before me, 
concerning the Truth of the a- 
foreſaid Miracle. Have pati- 
ence at leaſt with ſome part of 
it, as he words it. I Robert 
Hill, of the County of Worce- 
ſter, having lately been Overſeer 
of the Poor of the Pariſh of 
Bromeſgrave, within the ſaid 
County, 2. nom 4 Neay Inhabi- 
tant of the ſaid Town, do teſti 
That 1 0 — heve bees 500 45 
3 with Roger Wiſton, 4 
ias Whetſtone, of about Sixty 
Tears of age, Taylor, Dweller in 
the ſame Toon : and that I knew 
him for theſe Three Lat Tears, 
Lame and Infirm, that he could 
not work at his Trade, nor go with. 
out Cratches, and ſo feed e, that 
he was not able to feed himſelf — 
(Hill makes here a recital j- Ic 
. of 
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his Ten Days Journey, and of 


his ſudden Cure at the Well, as 
- | Whetſtone related the ſame to 
ff him; then adds) For my own 
t part, I can well ſay that I knew him 
| Infirm and Lame, often De, | 
in theſe Late Tears, on his Crutch- 
fil £5, to beg at my Door; and now 
4 being return'd from Holy Well, 
js | ver) Strong, and well able to 
„wort at his Trade, to the great 


Wonder. of the Inhabitants of 


ty | fently upon his return, being Lame 
in and Infirm, came to Holy Well, 
in hopes to be alſo cured; and upon 
„heir return they reported to me, 
a that they were better in health than 
„ formerly, &c. -In witneſs hereto 
at | I pat my hand, the Second Day of 
— | October, 1667. RoztxT Hitt, 
off In the ſame Account the ſaid 
Il — 1 y—— Robert 
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Bromeſgrave, ſome whereof, pre- 
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Robert Hil declares, how his 
own Lame Girl, of ang 
Years of age, was cured, 

— are uſe of Holy Well 


| mi . bring a Cloud 
Wiz er (to uſe Saint Pan, 


Expreſſion ) afſerting other 
VUndenzjable Miracles, wrought 
by Saint Wenefrige's Intercelſſi- 
on, not in an obſcure Corner, 
3 1 the Sun, I i0- 
2 eclare, that I leave 
behind twice as _ Won- 
ders, Laſt 
Ceatury, of wr Fg many were 
Eye-Witneſſes | at the Holy 
Fountain. Holy Well ſeems to 
reſemble, in ſome fort, the 
Probatics Pond, where, in Five 
Pony: chere e 4 great _—_ 
. 
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titude of Sick Perſons, of Blind, 
Lame, and Wither'd &. In the 
Travelling — the T ws 
appears populous, crowded 
Ah: zealous Pilgrims, from all 
Parts of Britain. 'The Well it 
ſelf receives a ſucceſſion of Vi- 
ſitants from Sun-Riſe till Late 
at Night. The -many Hand- 
Barrows and Crutches, which 
have been hung at the Pillars; 
onſtrate the Mercies. of 
God, and the Powerful Inter- 
eeſſion of the Virgin-Martyr.. 
They are ſoon remov'd by 
thoſe who envy the Glory of 
our Saint. I forbear to re- 
count at large the Recovery 
of Bliadiſh Eyes, of Barren 
Women becoming fruitful, of 
inveterate violent Convulſions 
ſuddenly 
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ſuddenly ceaſing, of Deaf Per- 
ſons favour'd with Hearing, of 
ſtubborn Devils caſt out of Poſ- 
ſeſs'd People (certainly the Im- 
mortal Spirits, whoſufter the E- 
ternal Torments of Hell, could 
not be forced away by the mate- 
rial Elements of a Cold Bath) 
Theſe and many others of the 
Laſt Age I omit, not to increaſe 
the Price and Bulk of a Pocket- 
Book, as alſo that it may be 5 
dy to Wait on thoſe, to whom it 
is dedicated. S. Aaguſtin, in his 
xii Book of the City of Goa, wri- 
ting of a Blind Man, who recei- 
ved ſight, and of other Miracles, 
when S. Ambroſe tranſlated the 
H. Bodies of SS. Gervaſius and 
Protaſius, thought it ſufficient 
Conviction againſt the incredu- 
lous ſcoffing Heathens, that Im- 
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menſo Populo Teſte, res geſta e, A 
— 2 — e 9 Deople were able 
to atteſt the Truth of them; which 
is exactly our preſent Caſe. 
I conclude with the Divine 
Meſſage the Son of God ſent to 
His Precurſor in Priſon, to con- 
firm the Diſciples of the Baptiſt, | 
and to confound the obdurate 
Jews, which with profound Hu- 
mility, and the greateſt Deſe- 
rence imaginable, may be ap- 
ply'd toour — Patroneſs of 
ales, by what you read in this 
- | admirableLife. Go and report that 
- | the Blind ſee, the Lame malł, the Le- 
„pers are made clean, the Deaf hear, 
& || the Dead riſe again, to the Pour the 
| Goſpel is preach'd *. The Omni- 
potence and Goodneſs of our 
Great God be ador d and prais'd, 
by all Angels and Saints, for ever. 
Amen, Amen.. * J. Mat. xi. v.) | A 2 
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